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Brexit may not end 
live export trade 

MEP says trade may continue 
even after we leave EU 


£6m price tag for 
commuter boats 

Trial proves a hit, but costs could 
prevent fixed clipper service 
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Saturday * 
30tla September 7pm 

Join us for our sparkling stroll under the 
stars and raise vital funds to support 
hospice care in east Kent. 

Entry includes lantern, t-shirt, medal & more! 

Call us on 01227 782062 


visitwww.pilgrimshospices.org/shine 
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Raising a glass to bloom 
of community spirit 


COMMUNITY spirit, so frequently 
cited as a key reason we remained so 
steadfast during the war, is at a very 
real risk of disappearing. 

It has long been discussed how we 
no longer have the relationship with 
our neighbours which previous 
generations always took for granted. 

We are cocooned within our 
homes, surrounded by creature 
comforts that mean actually 
venturing out of our front doors is no 
longer necessary even for the simple 
pleasures of human interaction. 

Need a chat with someone? Well 
you can conjure their face up on 
your phone or tablet within 
seconds, or message them to 
your heart’s content. 

Youngsters no longer 
demand bikes as an essential 
means of transport to their 
friends’ homes - they simply 
plug in their PC or games 
console and chat and play 
from the privacy of 
their bedrooms. 

Add to that mix, 
pubs are closing, 
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as are village stores, and community 
events and centres are forever being 
squeezed by lack of funds. 

Yet, just sometimes, something 
emerges that reminds you of how a 
little effort goes a long way. Inside 
today’s edition we look at the Deal 
Hop Farm where more than 100 
people grew hops in their gardens 
and then united to harvest them. 
Next month they’ll toast their efforts 
with the beer brewed as a result. 

All involved spoke of how much 
good came out of the community 
spirit involved. And that’s the key. 
That spirit is always there, it just 
needs to be ignited by some¬ 
thing or someone. 

A common cause for which 
everyone can pull in the same 
direction, doesn’t need to take 
a war to conjure up. It just 
takes a little bit of time, effort, 
patience and friendliness and 
it’s back better than ever. 
Perhaps Deal’s 
example can be 
one we should 
all embrace. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Saturday 30 th September 7pm 
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Join us for our sparkling stroll 
under the stars and raise vital 
funds to support hospice care 
in east Kent. 

Entry includes lantern, t-shirt, 
medal & more! 








visit www.pilgrimshospices.org/shine Call us on 01227 782062 
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Registered office 56 London Road, Canterbury CT2 8JA. Registered charity no 293968 and as a company in England no 2000560. Pilgrims Hospices in east Kent is a company limited by guarantee. 
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Hospital chief quits role 
at under fire health trust 



OUT: Matthew Kershaw oversaw controversial plans for Kent & Canterbury Hospital 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE chief executive of the under¬ 
fire East Kent Hospitals University 
NHS Foundation Trust has quit, it 
was announced on Friday 
afternoon. 

Matthew Kershaw admitted the 
trust, which runs the Kent & 
Canterbury Hospital as well as the 
William Harvey in Ashford and 
OEOM in Margate, had “not made 
as much progress as we’d have 
liked” in improving waiting times 
in emergency care. 

He is to take up a post as a senior 
fellow with the health think tank 
The King’s Fund. 

But his decision to leave at such 
a key moment, less than two years 
into the job has come as a major 
surprise. 

The trust controversially 
announced earlier this year it was 
set to make a number of cuts to 
services at the city hospital, with 
some 35 people who normally 
attend by ambulance every day 
with conditions such as heart 
attacks, strokes and pneumonia, 
instead diverted to its other sites. 

The changes, which health 


chiefs insist are only temporary, 
but have been in place since June, 
are the result of the trust strug¬ 
gling to recruit enough permanent 
consultants. 

It sparked major local protests 
from campaigners amid concerns 
that the hospital was being 
downgraded. 

Speaking this week, he said: “I 
was appointed chief executive at 
the trust in 2015 and since then we 
have made good progress improv¬ 


ing patient care in a number of 
areas, notably coming out of 
quality special measures in 
February 2017. 

“Over the last two years we have 
worked together very hard and 
made improvements in perform¬ 
ance, developed an emerging 
strategy for improved healthcare in 
east Kent with our partner health 
and social care organisations, and 
continued to build on our improv¬ 
ing internal culture of the trust as 


a place to work. We have also made 
a strong start on improving our 
finances. 

“We have not, however, made as 
much progress as we would have 
liked with respect to performance 
on waiting times in emergency 
care.” 

As of next week, Liz Shutler, 
deputy chief executive and director 
of strategic development, will take 
over as acting chief executive until 
a formal appointment is made. 


Hard shoulder set to 
become extra lane on 
six-mile stretch of M20 


College and council to meet 
over £800,000 funding row 


THE hard shoulder is set to be 
converted into an extra lane on a 
six-mile stretch of the M20 it was 
confirmed this week, as highways 
chiefs unveiled plans to upgrade it to 
a so-called ‘smart’ motorway. 

The proposals go on show this 
weekend ahead of the introduction of 
new technology which will help 
manage traffic to reduce delays and 
improve safety. 

Under the plans, the hard shoulder 
will be permanently converted into a 
live running lane in both directions 
between junction three, where the 
M20 merges with the M26 near West 
Mailing and junction five for Aylesford. 

New signs and signals will be used 
to vary the speed limit to reduce 
congestion at busy times, and to 
control traffic if there is an obstruc¬ 
tion on the road ahead, as is 
currently in operation further along 
the motorway. 

Highways England project 
manager Kaluba Kampandila said: 
“This new stretch of smart motorway 


will tackle congestion and improve 
journey times for more than 112,000 
drivers who use it every day. 

“Smart motorways are central to 
our ambitious plans for modernising 
the motorway network and will add 
120 miles of new lanes to motorways 
in the south east by 2020.” 

Work is scheduled to start in 
March 2018, with the smart 
motorway being fully operational in 
early 2020. 

Public information events began at 
Ryarsh Village Hall on Friday, with 
others being held at Trottiscliffe 
Village Hall from 10am to 5pm on 
Saturday, and at Community Hall, 
Capel Morris Centre at the Royal 
British Legion Village from 3pm to 
9pm on Friday, September 22 and 
10am to 5pm on Saturday, Septem¬ 
ber 23. 

Meanwhile, there is set to be 
months of disruption when a 
footbridge, destroyed in a smash last 
August, is replaced over the M20 
between junctions three and four. 


TALKS are set to be held between 
council and college chiefs over 
the coming days following a row 
over funding for high needs 
students. 

It emerged earlier this month 
that some pupils due to start 
courses at East Kent College were 
told just days before enrolling 
that they did not have a place due 
to last minute course cuts. 


AN investigation into the cause of a 
blaze which ripped through a 
boatyard in Faversham in the early 
hours of Thursday morning is 
continuing. 

One man in his 30s was arrested 
by police on suspicion of arson 
following the fire which destroyed 
eight boats in dry dock at Iron 
Wharf, along with three Portacab¬ 
ins and a workshop. 


Principal Graham Razey said 
EKC and Canterbury College 
were collectively owed some 
£800,000 by Kent County 
Council to help support students 
with additional learning needs - 
something the local authority 
strongly denies. 

However, the college now says 
it will dip into its own coffers to 
ensure students didn’t miss out. 


At its height, six fire engines 
were on the scene with dozens of 
firefighters, and local residents 
were urged to keep windows and 
doors shut to protect against the 
smoke. 

Crews remained on the scene 
until the mid afternoon to make the 
area safe and dampen down. 
Police believe the fire was started 
deliberately. 


Arson fears as eight boats 
destroyed in major blaze 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending September 17,2017 5 

















CO 

0 


CO 

£* 

w Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


r 


Funding bid to tackle county's deadly A-roads 


A £3.5m bid is being launched by the county council to 
improve two of Kent’s most dangerous A-roads. 

The Department for Transport (DfT) is inviting 
proposals from highway authorities across the country 
to improve the safety of 50 specific sections of local 
A-roads, where the risk of fatal and serious collisions is 
highest, based on the analysis by the Road Safety 


Foundation. 

Kent County Council is set to agree at its environ¬ 
ment and transport cabinet committee next week to 
seek the capital funding from the government’s Safer 
Roads Fund for work on the A252 between Charing 
and Chilham and the A290 between Canterbury and 
Whitstable. 


Fire checks on KCC sites 
following Grenfell reveal 
none pose risk to public 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A MAJOR fire safety review of build¬ 
ings on 155 Kent County Council 
sites which have some form of exte¬ 
rior cladding has been carried out 
following the Grenfell Tower tragedy 
- and given the all clear. 

The blaze, which killed at least 80 
people in west London back in June, 
sparked a series of intense safety checks 
by authorities across the country. 

This has now been completed and 
it has been found that none of the 
buildings have the specific alumini¬ 
um composite material which was 
present at Grenfell and which has 
failed the national fire safety testing. 

An update reported to KCC’s scru¬ 
tiny committee said that where clad¬ 
ding is present “the risk associated 
with them is low with fire risk as¬ 
sessments in place”. 

Two high-rise residential blocks 
close to the Kent History and Library 
Centre in Maidstone, owned by KCC, 
received particular attention. 





TRAGEDY: Grenfell Tower 

However, these buildings were 
constructed without any form of 
cladding, but with a system which 
has a high fire protection rating. 

Eric Hotson, KCC’s cabinet member 
for corporate and democratic servic¬ 


es, said: “Fire safety is a complex mat¬ 
ter and mitigating risk is a blend of 
building layout and construction, 
safety systems and management. 

“We have carried out a rigorous 
examination of all the buildings for 
which KCC is responsible and our 
teams have been working extremely 
hard over the past few weeks to en¬ 
sure that proper fire safety precau¬ 
tions are in place. 

“In general, we have no concerns 
to date of high or significant fire risk, 
although we will be identifying are¬ 
as of improvement and an action 
plan to achieve them.” 

This week saw the opening of the 
public inquiry into the tragedy with 
its chairman reassuring those af¬ 
fected by the disaster that the probe 
“can and will provide answers”. 

Sir Martin Moore-Bick said he 
hoped the inquiry would “provide a 
measure of solace” to the survivors 
and the families of those caught up 
in the blaze. 

However, survivors say they fear 
the probe will not deliver the an¬ 
swers they seek. 



HAPPY: Joe Cottingham 


Melon-tastic 
as farm grows 
bumper crop 

THE British climate has failed to 
dampen one farm’s spirit after it 
managed to produce a record-breaking 
1,000 watermelons this year. 

Typically grown in warmer parts of 
Europe, the batch has been cultivated in 
polytunnels with insulated soil at Watts 
Farm in Dartford. 

The bumper batch was then sold to 
supermarket chain Asda. A spokesman 
said it was the “largest volume of 
watermelons ever produced on home 
soil”. 

Grower Joe Cottingham said: “Last 
year we trialled 20 or 30 different types 
of watermelon, learnt how to grow them 
and learnt the potential challenges too. 

“We selected the two varieties which 
we felt performed best in our trials and 
that’s what we’ve been growing this year. 

“Normally I’d say it’s becoming 
possible to grow watermelons in Britain 
because we’re getting slightly hotter 
temperatures in the summer, although 
that’s changed in the last few weeks as 
we’ve had abysmal weather, but the 
weather was kinder in May and June 
which meant we could get the crop 
established. 

“As far as I’m aware no-one else in 
Britain is growing watermelons, so it’s 
great to be at the vanguard of some¬ 
thing new.” 


Spa town rapist set 
for jail after verdicts 

A 20-year-old from Sussex has been convicted of 
raping two women in the Tunbridge Wells area - 
one of whom he attacked in his car after offering 
her a lift home. 

Chiron Hutchinson had denied carrying out 
attacks in the town but was found guilty following 
a trial at Maidstone Crown Court. He’ll be 
sentenced next month. 

Hutchinson, from Uckfield, was initially arrested 
on October 12 last year following a media appeal. 

Detectives had been seeking information after a 
woman reported being raped on October 8 after 
a night out in Tunbridge Wells. After accepting a 
lift home he pulled over in Rusthall and raped her. 

He was also found guilty of raping another 
victim, twice, in the town on October 2. He had 
earlier admitted to two offences of unlawful sexual 
activity in relation to a teenage girl. 

Det ch insp Tony Pledger said: “Hutchinson 
presents a real danger to the public, particularly 
young women.” 


Army set to move in 
on Rochester bridges 

A MOCK demolition army training exercise will see 
lanes on the bridges at Rochester closed later this 
month. 

It will come hot on the heels of essential mainte¬ 
nance work which will cause disruption to those using 
the main town centre route. 

During the week beginning September 25, 
temporary lane closures will be in place overnight to 
enable essential works to take place. 

The works are part of a routine cleaning pro¬ 
gramme, and will be carried out by FM Conway on 
behalf of the Rochester Bridge Trust, the centuries- 
old organisation which maintains the crossings. 

On Tuesday, September 26, there will also be 
closures to facilitate the training exercise, conducted 
by officers participating in the Royal Engineer Troop 
Commanders’ Course (RETCC). 

Alternating single lane closures will be required on 
both bridges throughout the week. 

The traffic management is scheduled to run 
overnight from approximately 9pm until 5am. 


Dreamland faces 
Florida super parks 

DREAMLAND will take on global heavyweights like 
Walt Disney World and Universal Studios in Orlando 
for the crown of best family theme park. 

The Margate leisure complex has been nominated 
by Thanet District Council for the gong, which 
features in this year’s Family Traveller Awards. 
Another Kent venue shortlisted is Rochester’s 
Diggerland. 

Dreamland re-opened following a £25m facelift 
earlier this year with a host of new attractions 
including a live music stage, which recently hosted a 
sell-out performance from Gorillaz. 

Other nominees for the award include Aquaven- 
tureWaterpark at Atlantis, The Palm, Chessington 
World of Adventures, Dubai Parks & Resorts, 
Europa-Park, Efteling, Netherlands, Legoland 
Windsor, The Green Planet, Paultons Park, Peppa Pig 
World and Islands of Adventure. 

Voting closes at midnight on October 20. 

To vote for Dreamland, visit https ://familytraveller. 
com/awards/vote/best-family-theme-park. 
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Council to snap up 
further industrial site 


MPs voice fears over castle in 
light of county town local plan 
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BLIGHTED : Fears expressed over impact of development on Leeds Castle 


Jail after £31,000 
Asda salary fraud 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A DOCUMENT which sets out Maidstone’s 
development over the next 15 years could be 
halted at the eleventh hour following inter¬ 
vention from two local MPs. 

Helen Whately and Helen Grant have both 
written to communities and local govern¬ 
ment secretary Sajid Javid, expressing con¬ 
cern over some of the proposals in the bor¬ 
ough council’s local plan which they claim 
would create “lasting damage to villages and 
countryside” around the county town. 

The plan is set to be approved at a full coun¬ 
cil meeting later this month, but Faversham 
and Mid Kent MP Mrs Whately has asked the 
minister to personally intervene. 

One of her primary concerns is proposals 
she believes will be “to the detriment” of 
Leeds Castle - the heritage site dating back to 
the 12 th century. 

She said: “Leeds Castle is a national treasure 
- so development around junction 8 is not just 
a local question, it’s a national concern. 

“Industrial buildings or offices on the ap¬ 
proach to the castle would change the experi¬ 
ence for visitors. It would never be the same 
again.” 

Neighbouring MP for Maidstone and the 
Weald, Helen Grant, agreed, saying: “I very 


much agree with the stance Helen Whately 
is taking regarding Leeds Castle and I have 
written to the secretary of state to offer my 
support. 

“Furthermore I have my own deep-rooted 
concerns about additional flaws which exist 
within the emerging local plan. 

“I am particularly concerned about the 
lack of infrastructure provision offered to 
our road network and the impact the plan’s 
various developments will have upon Maid¬ 
stone’s already worrisome air quality.” 


Mrs Whately added that the plan fails to 
address growing traffic problems and that 
developer contributions are needed to fund 
schemes such as a relief road between 
Leeds and Langley. 

“I have urged Maidstone Council and the 
planning inspector himself to make 
changes, but they have just steamrollered 
on,” she said. 

If the secretary of state decides to ‘call in’ 
the local plan, an inspector will be ap¬ 
pointed to carry out an inquiry. 


A 28-unit light-industrial estate on Carlton Road in 
Cobbs Wood has been lined up by Ashford 
Borough Council as the latest addition to its 
corporate property portfolio. 

It is the latest part of its move to acquire sites to 
generate income to combat cuts from central 
government funding. 

It has previously bought office and industrial 
areas, as well as a town centre shopping complex. 


A FRAUDSTER who stole £31,000 from an Asda 
store in Greenhithe has been jailed for two years. 

Janette Norman, of Chaucer Way in Dartford, 
was working as the payroll clerk for the Asda 
store in Crossways Boulevard, when she began 
paying herself extra wages. She pleaded guilty to 
two counts of fraud. 


POLICE are trying to track down a man who 
touched a woman inappropriately at a bookmak¬ 
ers in St Dunstan’s Street, Canterbury earlier this 
month. 

The incident occured at around noon on 
September3. 

CCTV images have been released of the man. 
To see them visit www.kentnews.co.uk. 


Assault at bookies 
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GP crisis leads to surgeries 
planning new patient freeze 



SOME seven GP practices in 
Folkestone plan to close their doors 
to new patients in a bid to maintain 
safe services. 

Central Surgery, Guildhall Street, 
Hawkinge & Elham, Manor Clinic, 
The New Surgery, Park Farm 
Sergery and Sandgate Road 
Surgery have all taken “unprec¬ 
edented” action of applying to the 
local clinical commissioning group 
for a formal list closure. 

The doctors say a national GP 
crisis has been acutely felt in the 
seaside town, with a shortage of 
some 16 full time equivalent GPs. 

It comes after Folkestone East 
Family Practice, which serves 
nearly 5,000 patients announced 
earlier this year it was to close in 
November. 

Constituency MP Damian Collins 


said: “The existing GP practices in 
the town have made clear that they 
require extra resources, above and 
beyond the funding per patient they 
receive, if they are to take on the 
responsibility for the care of more 


people.” 

A spokesman for South Kent 
Coast CCG said: “These applications 
will be considered by the CCG and 
we will reply to the practices within 
21 days.” 


Hornby CEO to quit as it 
tries to get back on track 


TROUBLED firm Hornby, best 
known for its model railways, 
has lost another chief executive, 
in the space of 18 months. 

The company, which is 
behind the Scalextric and Airfix 
brands and is based at the 
Discovery Park in Sandwich, 
after moving out of its long¬ 
time home in Margate, said that 
Steve Cooke was to leave at an 
unspecified date in the future. 

It comes after Phoenix Asset 
Management took control of the 
toymaker and commenced a 
review of the firm’s strategy. 

Mr Cooke took over the reins 
in April 2016. 

Interim chairman David 
Adams said: “The position of 
Phoenix as Hornby’s majority 
shareholder represents a new 
chapter in the development of 
the group and the board is 


working closely with Phoenix 
to set the direction of the 
business going forward.” 

Shares slumped nearly four 
per cent when the news was an¬ 
nounced. 

Earlier this year Phoenix took 
full control of Hornby, and said 
at the time that it intends to 
develop an understanding of 
the group and its longer-term 
strategy as it looks to deliver 
earnings growth following the 
completion of a turnaround 
strategy. 

Hornby’s turnaround has 
seen it reduce product ranges 
and cut back on investment as 
part of plans to shore up the 
balance sheet. 

But only last week the group 
said trading has fallen short of 
expectations amid increased 
competition. 


Council tax changes poll 


Have dinner with Widdy 


Cheque con warning 

A WARNING has been issued after trick¬ 
sters conned a woman in her 90s in Ton- 
bridge into writing out a large cheque. 

The two men visited an address in London 
Road at the end of last month where they 
deceived the occupant and withdrew a large 
sum of money. 


RESIDENTS in Sevenoaks are being asked 
for their views on proposed changes to a 
council tax support scheme which helps 
those on low incomes pay the bill. 

For details of the changes visit www. 
sevenoaks.gov.uk/ctsurvey. The survey 
runs until October 20. 


FORMER Maidstone MP and Strictly star 
Ann Widdecombe will be the guest at a 
special charity dinner in Tenterden later this 
year. 

Hearing charity Hi Kent will stage the 
event at the London Beach Hotel on Novem¬ 
ber 3. Tickets are on sale now. 


United star's store visit 

FORMER Manchester United and England 
defender Gary Pallister returned to the 
county this week to open a home improve¬ 
ment and garden store. 

Pallister, who was born in Ramsgate, was 
in Broadstairs on Tuesday to open Kent’s 
second Bunnings Warehouse. 



Telephone: 01233 690270 07775 925589 
info@gmconstructionkent.co.uk 


Driveway and Patio Specialists 
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HSl’s £300m visitor boost 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE county’s high speed rail 
network has contributed 
more than £300m to the 
local visitor economy, new 
research has found. 

The train line, which has run from 
London’s St Pancras International 
via international stations in Ebbsfleet 
and Ashford for 10 years, boosted the 
county’s economy by almost £73m 
last year alone. 

HS1 Ltd, the company that owns 
and operates High Speed 1 (HS1), has 
released the findings of the new wave 
of consumer research by Visit Kent 
and Destination Research Ltd, which 
shows the full extent of the rail line’s 
contribution to the last decade of 
growth for Kent. 

Since 2010, leisure journeys to the 
county via HS1 have increased al¬ 
most nine-fold from 100,000 to 
890,000 in 2016, with around of 
third of Kent visitors citing HS1 as 
having influenced their decision to 
choose the county, while some 47 per 
cent of all rail visitors to the county 
travelled via the HS1 service. 

For every leisure journey made in 
2016, £81.65 was added to the local 
economy - a total of £72.7m, with the 
total economic impact since 2007 
standing at a massive £31 lm. 


HSl’s activity has also led to the 
creation and support of 5,766 tour¬ 
ism sector jobs in Kent, and almost 
three quarters of tourism businesses 
in the county believe that leisure 
tourism has increased as a result of 
HS1. 

Kent’s visitor economy is now 
worth £3.6bn, with the county wel¬ 
coming more than 60 million visitors 


in 2015. 

Jonathan Neame, chairman of the 
county’s destination management 
organisation, Visit Kent, said: “HS1 
and the availability of high speed rail 
connections to London has played a 
huge role in our county’s growth, as 
our tourism businesses have said 
themselves. 

“Many organisations continue to 


work together to create a single strat¬ 
egy for tourism that helps stimulate 
ongoing investment in transport, ac¬ 
commodation and attractions so that 
Kent’s visitor economy continues to 
thrive.” 

The research was conducted over a 
four-month period, using train path 
statistics as well as data gathered 
from tourists and Kent businesses. 


FGM part of 
border patrol 

AN OPERATION aimed at protecting 
children and vulnerable people from 
harmful practices and human 
trafficking took place at Ebbsfleet 
International station this week. 

Kent Police was part of a multi¬ 
agency day of action where officers 
looked for people travelling to or 
from the UK who may have been a 
victim of female genital mutilation, 
forced marriage and child abuse 
linked to faith or belief. 

The force was joined by colleagues 
from the Met Police, British Trans¬ 
port Police and UK Border Force, 
with officers also at St Pancras. 

£27m library 
set to open 

A £27m project to refurbish and 
expand the biggest library in the 
county is nearing completion at the 
University of Kent. 

The 1960s-built Templeman 
Library at the Canterbury campus, 
which houses more than one million 
books and journals, will be ready for 
the start of the new academic term 
this month, after increasing in size 
by 5,000 square metres. It will be 
formally opened early next year. 


Warners Gunton 
Hall 5-day Coach 
Holiday £249 

Now you can have a fantastic 5-day trip to Warner's Gunton Hall 
Holiday Village on the Sunny Suffolk Coast for a very special price 
this Autumn... 

You'll love Warner's Gunton Hall with its stunning 
views, Woodland walks, superb large indoor pool, 
indoor Bowls, Coffee Shop and Chic bar. 

You'll especially like the first-rate nightly 
entertainment in the superb show lounge 
And, you'll really feel at home in your Chalet with 
comfy beds, ensuite bathroom with toiletries, TV, 

Radio, hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray - everything you 
need! 

Full details... 

Monday: arrive this afternoon. Settle in and look 
forward to dinner and entertainment this evening. 

Tuesday: Trip to historic city of Norwich on market day 
Wednesday: A Cruise on the Norfolk Broads 
Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Gunton itself so today 
is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities. 

Friday: A last hearty 'Warners' breakfast before we leave. 

Departs: Monday 30th October £249 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 

Single chalet supplement £30 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

33 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Warner's Gunton Hall 
No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 




Medical Negligence Claim? 

Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 




help or 


for all your 


for compensation. You were 

when I didn't 


Thank you so much 
my claim 
helpful, explaining everything 
Nothing was 
too much trouble. 


wouldn't hesitate to 


come to you if I need a 


solicitor in the future. 


rr 




KENT'S NO WIN, NO FEE SPECIALISTS 

("> 0845 222 1999 

O girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Girlings 

SOLICITORS ^0 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
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Buying & Selling? 

Autumn Auction 

Viewing day 25th September. By appointment only 


Get in touch 


01227 811720 

enquires@lwauctionservices.co 

www.lwauctionservices.co.uk 

www.the-saleroom.com 


email: 
visit us 


By appointment only: Canterbury Innovation Centre, University Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7FG 
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G4S under 
fire again as 
MP calls for 
crunch talks 

Vital patient transport service gets 
more than 100 complaints a month as 
KCC prepares to discuss the concerns 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


P ATIENTS across the coun¬ 
ty have lodged a stagger¬ 
ing 1,774 complaints 
against G4S’ patient trans¬ 
port service in just over a 
year, it has emerged. 

The healthcare services arm of the 
multinational security company won 
a six-year £90m contract to provide 
non-emergency transport last sum¬ 
mer but the service has been mired in 
controversy ever since. 

Eyebrows were raised when health 
bosses shook hands on a deal with 
G4S, which had been criticised for the 
service it provided at the Olympic 
Games in London in 2012, and was 
also stripped of its contract to run the 
Medway Secure Training Centre in 
Rochester, following allegations of 
abuse. 

Nevertheless, it was chosen as the 
preferred company by West Kent 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
to provide free travel for people whose 
medical condition prevents them get¬ 


ting to and from hospital by other 
means, after previous supplier NSL 
withdrew a bid to continue running 
the service after also coming under 
intense criticism. 

Figures released in a report by the 
CCG, which runs the contract, are 
due to be discussed by Kent County 
Council’s Health and Overview Scru¬ 
tiny Committee next week, and re¬ 
veal the alarming extent of the com¬ 
plaints received - most of which, it 
claims, are regarding timeliness of 
journeys for outpatient appoint¬ 
ments. 

The report presented to councillors 
shows G4S received a massive 232 
complaints in its first month of oper¬ 
ating the service, in July 2016. 

While the number of complaints 
did not reach that level again in any 
of the subsequent 12 months, only 
three times were there fewer than 
100 lodged in a single month. 

Health bosses note that the most 
recent figures, from July 2017, show 
there were 115 complaints, which it 
describes as “a small improvement” 
on May and June when there were 
141 and 146 respectively. 



CONCERNED : MP Greg Clark says he is worried about the service 



CONTROVERSIAL : G4S’ reputation has taken a knock in recent years and there are growing conerns over its 
handling of vital transportation services to our hospitals 


On average, G4S receives around 
136 complaints per month, some¬ 
thing which Tunbridge Wells MP and 
business secretary Greg Clark insists 
isn’t anywhere near good enough. 

He said: “When G4S took over the 
contract for patient transport servic¬ 
es last year we were promised a better 
service but this hasn’t happened. 

“The patients that use this service 
are often very unwell and need regu¬ 
lar medical appointments - it is cru¬ 
cial to their health that they can rely 
on getting to these. The number of 
complaints that G4S has received is 
alarming. 

“I have called a meeting with G4S 
and West Kent Clinical Commission¬ 
ing Group to find out how they have 
got into this mess and, more impor¬ 
tantly, how they are going to sort it 
out.” 

The company has also been issued 
with an official warning by health 
chiefs over the service it has provided 
over the past year, meaning it could 
be in line for a financial penalty if 
performance does not noticably im¬ 
prove. 

The report by the CCG noted: “A 
contract performance notice was is¬ 
sued in July 2017 regarding the pro¬ 
vider’s complaints process. 

“The CCG are concerned about the 
unprecedented levels of complaints 
regarding the service and the way in 
which G4S are handling and re¬ 
sponding to complaints. 

“The commissioners sought urgent 
action to rectify the common themes 
emerging from complaints and to im¬ 


prove the complaints process so that 
complaints are managed in a timely, 
professional manner.” 

It added that a remedial action 
plan has been drawn up and will ad¬ 
dress issues including a review of 
G4S’ complaints policy, a review of 
the complaints process as a whole, 
improving reporting and reponse 
times and identifying themes and 
learning. 

Teresa Murray is deputy leader of 
the Labour group on Medway Coun¬ 
cil and has long voiced concerns over 
the quality of service provided by 
G4S. 

She told KoS she’d prefer to see 
smaller, local firms win contracts 
rather than multinational compa¬ 
nies. 

“I opposed it being given the con¬ 
tract in the first place,” she said. 

“It was given 18 months ago when 
NSL failed to meet the terms of the 
contract but they already had a bad 
reputation, they’d just lost the con¬ 
tract at the secure training centre. 

“Are we really happy that they took 
another publicly-funded contract? 
The level of contract monitoring is 
poor. 

“When it comes to these contracts, 
why does it always have to be one of 
these big companies? Why not use lo¬ 
cal firms who know the area and 
know the hospitals and would do a 
much better job? 

“They managed to take the con¬ 
tract off NSL when everything went 
so badly wrong but quite often what 
happens is we end up paying for these 


mistakes. You get a great big bill and 
the public purse pays twice.” 

A so-called masterplan for health 
services across Kent and Medway, 
known as the sustainability and 
transformation plan, is currently be¬ 
ing drawn up and is set to go out to 
public consultation next year. 

In it, health chiefs are outlining 
proposals to allow people to be treat¬ 
ed nearer their own homes to help 
reduce the strain on hospital servic¬ 
es, which in some areas of the county 
have been described as at breaking 
point. 

Cllr Murray added: “The plan 
sounds good in principle but are G4S 
going to play ball? It’s not as if the 
CCG didn’t know this was coming 
down the track. 

“They say they didn’t know how 
frail patients would be, that they 
didn’t have enough wheelchairs, and 
that’s unacceptable.” 

Russell Hobbs, managing director 
of transport services at G4S, said: 
“We are resolutely committed to pa¬ 
tient care and delivering a good serv¬ 
ice to all those who use our non¬ 
emergency patient transport service. 

“When the level of service provided 
is not good enough, we always apolo¬ 
gise, deal with any issues and seek to 
improve the service. 

“We are improving the way we 
deal with complaints and have put in 
processes to ensure we monitor jour¬ 
neys, have dedicated points of contact 
and proactively manage future ap¬ 
pointments where we aware there 
has been a problem.” 
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PAST: How the airport used to look. Today the site in Thanet it is in a state of decline as the wrangle over its future continues. 


Fresh war of words over Manston 
presentation to council chiefs 

Tom Pyman also unearths a stinging email from local MP Sir Roger Gale to leader of county council 


K ENT County Council has 
been accused of lacking 
“courage” in a row over 
the future of Manston 
Airport. 

The local authority’s growth, eco¬ 
nomic development and communities 
cabinet committee was due to receive 
presentations last week by two big 
players in the airport saga, with dif¬ 
fering views on how the land should 
be used. 

Councillors were set to be presented 
with a vision for aviation use on the 
site by RiverOak Strategic Partners 
(RSP), which has recently concluded 
a consultation into its plans, in which 
it outlines ambitions to re-open Man- 
son as an air freight hub, pledging to 
create some 30,000 jobs by 2020. 

It is working to obtain a develop¬ 
ment consent order (DCO) and an ap¬ 
plication is expected to be submitted 
before the end of the year. 

Members were also expected to re¬ 
ceive a presentation from representa¬ 
tives of Stone Hill Park (SHP), which 
wants to provide some 2,500 homes 
and leisure facilities on the site, and 
last year submitted a planning appli¬ 
cation to Thanet District Council, 
which is still currently being consid¬ 
ered by officers. 

However, SHP chiefs decided to pull 
the plug on the presentation at the 
eleventh hour, and KCC then decided 
to also postpone the appearance of 
RSP as well, claiming, perhaps under¬ 
standably, it would make more sense 
for the committee to be presented 
with both sides at the same meeting. 
Indeed, senior figures at the coun¬ 


cil, including leader Paul Carter, have 
chosen to maintain something of a 
distance from the heated debate in re¬ 
cent months. 

County Hall passed a motion in July 
2015 which said: “We the elected 
members of KCC wish it to be known 
that we fully support the continued 
regeneration of Manston and east 
Kent and will keep an open mind on 
whether that should be a business 
park or an airport, depending upon 
the viability of such plans and their 
ability to deliver significant economic 
growth and job opportunity”. 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale, 
however, who has been at the fore¬ 
front of the campaign to return the 
site to aviation use, was left fuming at 
the decision to prevent RSP from pre¬ 
senting to the council. 

He told us: “I can see no reason 
whatsoever why RiverOak should not 
be allowed and encouraged to make a 
presentation to the council, so they 
can be informed as to their aspira¬ 
tions and intentions. 

“They are not mutually exclusive. 
It’s not an election campaign. What 
are they afraid of? Surely county 
councillors can exercise their own 
judgement? 

“I can’t see any justification for tak¬ 
ing an agenda item off the agenda. 
The leader and the cabinet should 
have the courage to allow RiverOak to 
make the presentation and judge for 
themselves.” 

Sir Roger also pointed out that Do¬ 
ver District Council had received a 
presentation from RSP back in July, 
without an accompanying exhibition 


by the SHP team. 

It is not the first time the Conserva¬ 
tive MP has been at odds with senior 
councillors of the same party over 
Manston, however. 

In an exchange of emails seen by 
KoS following a Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion request, Sir Roger threatened to 
publicly question Cllr Carter’s status 
as a senior representative of the party 
prior to the county council election 
earlier this year. 

He said: “I wish to know whether 
you support our local Conservative 
councillors and Conservative county 
council candidates in their determi¬ 
nation to see Manston re-opened as 
an airport or whether you support 
Ukip in their desire to see the site de¬ 
veloped for housing. 

“If the former then please say so 
publicly. If the latter then I cannot see 
that you have any authority to repre¬ 
sent the Conservative Party at County 
Hall in the run up to the county coun¬ 
cil elections and I shall have to pursue 
that line further and equally public¬ 
ly.” 

The Ukip leader of Thanet District 
Council, Chris Wells, has repeatedly 
said the local authority remains open 
to the possibility of the site returning 
to aviation use if “a credible investor” 
comes forward. 

In his reply to the MP, Cllr Carter 
said: “My position and that of the 
county council is unchanged and 
very well summarised in the resolu¬ 
tions that were passed. 

“It is not for the county council to 
determine whether a change of use is 
permitted - that is for Thanet District 



CROSS: Sir Roger was unhappy 
with Cllr Carter’s stance on airport 
Council.” 

The Tories strolled to victory in 
May’s election, winning 67 of the 81 
seats available at County Hall and Sir 
Roger has not since publicly ques¬ 
tioned his authority, though he has 
suggested Cllr Carter “does not repre¬ 
sent the views of Conservative mem¬ 
bers of east Kent” - a criticism laughed 
off by the council leader. 

In response, Cllr Carter told us: 
“There’s good logic to it. What I un¬ 
derstand to be the case is that Stone 
Hill Park were conscious that the 
draft Thanet local plan is yet to be 
launched and until that time they 
would rather not disclose details. 

“Politically it’s quite contentious 
and it’s sensible to give them equal 
time. We want to play it with a 
straight bat.” 

A KCC spokesperson added: “About 


a week before the cabinet committee 
meeting scheduled for September 6, 
KCC received a request from the own¬ 
ers of Stone Hill Park for their presen¬ 
tation to be deferred to the next meet¬ 
ing on November 21. 

“They had made significant chang¬ 
es to previous plans in the light of the 
public consultation they had conduct¬ 
ed and felt it would be more helpful to 
the cabinet committee if their presen¬ 
tation focused on these rather than 
what they had previously an¬ 
nounced.” 

Their request was as follows: “Stone 
Hill Park will be delighted to present 
to Kent County Council the full details 
of their plans, but are at present in the 
process of including additional detail 
of a technical nature, which will add 
to the overall design quality. 

“A short delay in their presentation 
to Kent’s elected councillors would 
ensure that they are informed of 
Stone Hill Park’s complete plan, 
which will allow them to gain an in 
depth understanding of our ambi¬ 
tions for the former Manston Airport 
site.” 

The council spokesperson added: 
“KCC felt it sensible to move the other 
connected presentation, from Riv¬ 
erOak Strategic Partners, to the same 
date so they could be considered to¬ 
gether. 

“A decision by Dover District Coun¬ 
cil to hear the RiverOak presentation 
on its own is not a matter for KCC 
comment.” 

A spokesperson for Stone Hill Park 
told us its plans were still progressing 
as scheduled. 
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FIRST CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 


A JUDGEMENT 
IN STONE 
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CHRIS ELLISON 
SOPHIE WARD 
ROBERT DUNCAN 
DEBORAH GRANT 
SHIRLEY ANNE FIELD 
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,'sa , Y' 


MON 25 - SAT 30 SEPTEMBER 


TAP FACTORY A *J OUR JETHRO 

HIGH-ENERGY BULL & BONKERS 

URBAN TAP BACKSTAGE! TOUR 

MON 1S SEPTEMBER TUE 19 SEPTEMBER TUE 19 SEPTEMBER 


THINK FLOYD 
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DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


BOOK ONLINE: 0RCHARDTHEATREXO.UK 

TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 
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MEP warns 
Brexit may not 
spell the end of 
animal exports 


Campaigners have pinned their hopes on an 
exit from the EU allowing us to change our law 
on the animal export trade. But it may not be 
quite as simple as they expect, a leading figure 
has warned during a week of major protests 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


REXIT is “unlikely to be the silver 
bullet that halts live exports”, a 
south east MEP has warned. 

Keith Taylor of the Green Party 
reiterated his call for an outright 
ban on the controversial trade as he joined 
campaigners on the Live Animal Transporta¬ 
tion International Day of Awareness this 
week. 

Exports recently resumed through the Port 
of Ramsgate. 

Mr Taylor, the vice president of the Europe¬ 
an Parliament’s intergroup on the welfare and 
conservation of animals, which debates and 
promotes ethical treatment for animals and is 
open to all MEPs, took part in a group action 


in Strasbourg as campaigners across the world 
come together in opposition to the trade. 

The senior Green politician also recorded a 
video message played during Wednesday’s 
Stop Live Transport rally in Parliament 
Square, London. 

South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay earlier 
this year blamed “the big boot of the EU” for 
blocking Britain’s ability to stop the trade, and 
said leaving the EU would allow greater con¬ 
trol. 

Mr Taylor, however, claims Brexit will not 
necessarily bring an end to the industry, 
which has seen a number of shipments pass¬ 
ing through Ramsgate in recent months - 
shipments campaigners say see animals 
shipped in unhealthy conditions. 

The MEP said: “Live exports are barbaric 
and I’m so pleased to stand alongside passion¬ 
ate and dedicated campaigners not just in my 



PORT’S BATTLE WITH THE TRADERS 


RAMSGATE has found itself 
at the centre of the live 
animal export trade after a 
high profile, and highly 
expensive, legally chal¬ 
lenge spectacularly 
backfired. 

Banned from the cross- 
Channel ferry operators 
back in 1994 amid mount¬ 
ing public outcry, because 
the trade is not illegal there 
is nothing ports with 
suitable berths can do to 
prevent facilitating it if 
required. 

Under European law, any 
such restriction on free 
movement of goods is 
forbidden. 

As Thanet District 
Council found to its cost. 

After an incident at the 
port almost exactly five 
years ago, more than 40 
sheep transported in 
appalling conditions had to 
be destroyed before they 
could be loaded on board a 
waiting vessel. Those 
behind the transportation 


were heavily fined and, 
such was the backlash, the 
local authority imposed a 
ban on the use of the 
council-owned port being 
used for such shipments. 

However, the case ended 
up in the High Court where 
Thanet council lost and 
were subsequently ordered 
to pay £2.3 million in 
compensation plus a further 
£272,000 in legal costs to 
the exporters, out of public 
coffers. 

The High Court ruled 
that, by imposing the 
suspension, Thanet council 
had acted in breach of 
section 35 of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the 
European Union (TFEU) 
which states that ‘quantita¬ 
tive restrictions on exports, 
and all measures having 
equivalent effect, shall be 
prohibited between 
member states’. 

As a consequence, the 
irregular service continues. 

Due to regular protests, 


the timings of the shipments 
are kept are tight wraps, 
with campaigners often 
only finding out hours in 
advance that a vessel is due 
to dock. 

Most are transported on 
the MV Joline - a ship 
protestors say is unsuitable 
for carrying animals. The 
situation is made worse by 
the fact sailing from 
Ramsgate adds further time 
the animals are on the 
water. 

However, farmers who 
trade in livestock say the 
trade is legitimate and 
should not be stopped - al¬ 
though agreeing that 
conditions on board 
cross-Channel ferries 
should be improved. 

The animals - primarily 
sheep - are often shipped 
alive so they can either 
graze in the country of 
destination prior to slaugh¬ 
ter - and therefore the meat 
is fresher - or are shipped 
directly to slaugherhouses. 
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constituency, where hundreds have turned out 
in Kent to stand against live animal transporta¬ 
tion, but across Europe and the world. 

“Live exports treat beautiful and sentient ani¬ 
mals as goods as if they’re no different from a 
bottle of whiskey or bar of chocolate. Greens 
want to see it banned outright. 

“All this suffering is entirely unnecessary. 
And, following the tumultuous EU referendum 
last year, there has been a misplaced buzz of ex¬ 
citement amongst British animal welfare activ¬ 
ists that leaving the EU might finally offer an 


opportunity to ban live exports outright. 

“Let’s not get ahead of ourselves: Brexit is un¬ 
likely to be the silver bullet that halts live ex¬ 
ports.” 

Mr Taylor said that Britain will become an in¬ 
dependent member of the World Trade Organi¬ 
sation (WTO) after leaving the EU, but insisted 
at that point it could be expected that live ani¬ 
mal exports will in fact increase rather than de¬ 
crease. 

“The WTO governs the conditions, rules, and 
regulation of trade between countries and gov¬ 


ernments,” he added. 

“There are currently no grounds to restrict 
trade, as a member of the WTO, based on ani¬ 
mal welfare objections. 

“Other WTO member states, particularly 
those that profit from live exports, can chal¬ 
lenge any proposed UK ban if they see it as a 
barrier to trade. 

“Complicating this further is that it is entirely 
down to the UK government to explicitly in¬ 
clude animal welfare standards in the language 
of future free trade agreements. 


“We, therefore, as passionate, animal-loving 
Brits, need to continue fighting to strengthen 
animal welfare standards as members of the 
EU. 

“We already have the necessary legislative 
tools at our disposal to help us in the fight — 
they were a gift from the EU, afforded to us by 
membership. 

“We are stronger working with our friends 
and neighbours, and we can — and should — 
continue to fight as part of the EU with the 
strength that our membership brings.” 



ALPHA RAPID REPAIR 


Unit 4 Stafford Close 
Fairwood Industrial Estate 
Ashford 
Kent TN23 4PP 


01233 63900 
www.alpharapidrepair.com 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending September 17, 2017 15 







Latest bid to regenerate city site 



By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


A MULTI-million pound 
plan to transform part of 
Canterbury has been of¬ 
ficially lodged with the 
city council. 

Developer Linkcity has submitted 
an application to build at the former 
council-owned Serco depot and 
coach park in Kingsmead, as well as 
other adjacent pieces of land. 

It is the latest attempt to finally de¬ 
liver on the site after previous plans 
over the years have fallen through for 
a host of reasons. 

Subject to planning permission, 
the leisure-led scheme known as Can¬ 
terbury Riverside will create 80 new 
full time equivalent jobs and deliver a 
live or six-screen cinema, eight com¬ 
mercial units for cafes, bars and res¬ 
taurants, a small convenience store 
and two smaller shops and a public 
square to host events and cultural ac¬ 
tivities. 

It also aims to create 189 homes, 
484 purpose-built student bedrooms, 
a new boat house and pontoon, an ex¬ 
tension of the riverside pathway and 
improved access to the river and an 
undercroft car park and parking for 
bikes across the site. 

Chairman of the council’s regener¬ 
ation and property committee, Ben 
Fitter-Harding, said: “Kingsmead is 
the last large development site in 
Canterbury. 

“Bringing the area back to life is a 


priority for us, because it has been 
run down for some time and an eye¬ 
sore for people living nearby. 

“We want to repay their patience 
by making it vibrant once again, so 
it’s great to have reached this impor¬ 
tant milestone of the planning appli¬ 
cation being submitted. 

“The project stretches back to the 
original Kingsmead development 
brief of 2004, and since then we have 
worked really hard to get to this 
point. 

“There has been lots of pre-plan¬ 
ning public consultation in the last 
couple of years as the plans have been 
put together and we know there is 
plenty of support for the project. 

“If this scheme is granted planning 
permission, it represents a brilliant 
opportunity for us to attract visitors 
and shoppers and persuade them to 
stay in the city for longer. 

“Businesses in Northgate should 
really benefit too, as footfall between 
Canterbury Riverside and the city 
centre is likely to be high. 

“It would also mean residents will 
no longer need to travel to Westwood 
Cross, Ashford or Maidstone to enjoy 
a multi-screen cinema experience. 

“At the moment, we only retain 39 
per cent of the potential cinema audi¬ 
ence.” 

Some people have recently ques¬ 
tioned the need for more purpose- 
built student accommodation in the 
city, but Cllr Fitter-Harding said it is 
an important way to improve the 
number of affordable family homes in 


the district. 

He said: “At the moment purpose- 
built student accommodation is 
home to 45 per cent of the 30,000 
students studying in the city. 

“Because Canterbury is a desirable 
place to live and the demand caused 


by the need to house students, buying 
and renting property is more expen¬ 
sive than in the rest of east Kent. 

“Affordability is a keen concern of 
new and existing residents and this is 
one of the many ways we can tackle 
it.” 


Hoardings will soon be put up 
around the site as demolition crews 
get ready to pull down the some of the 
existing buildings for public safety 
reasons. 

This work is required regardless of 
the outcome of the planning process. 
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Stephen P. Gay 


Funeral Service and 
Memorial Masons 

serving the community 
since 1982 


Funerals tailored to suit 
individual requirements 

Memorials made using the very 
best materials available 



BRAMM 


* ! Ji 1 



Funeral Home 

25 Station Road, Longfield, Kent DA3 7QD 
Tel: 01474 700194 (24hrs) 

65 Darenth Road, Dartford, Kent DAI 1LU 
Tel: 01322617499 

www.stephenpgayfuneralsxo.uk 

Memorial Showroom 

120 Old Road West 
Gravesend, Kent DAI I 0LR. 


Tel: 01474 321003' 
SteplienpgaymenTorialskent.eoaik 


We are the only Independent funeral 
service in Longfield and Dartford 


''Remembering you on this day, 
comforted by so many memories " 




I 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending September 17,2017 17 













Court Mount Park, Birchington & 
Bluebell Woods, Canterbury... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Exceptionally luxurious homes available now for immediate 
occupation, each with fully integrated kitchens 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure, private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 


STOP PRESS! 


Park Home Living with Saunders Park Homes 


www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 
Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 
Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 OBU 


Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


Coming in 
November to 
Bluebell Woods 
The Prestige Minuet, 


£ 


40 


10 


£92 


000 


x 


Coming in 
November at 
Court Mount 
the Omar 
bespoke special. 

32’x 20’- £173,000 


Ready now at 
Bluebell Woods, 
Canterbury 
the Prestige Sonata n, 
32’ x 20’ - £169,950 
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Clipper service’s £6m+ price tag 

Commuters lapped up the chance to travel by boat into central London this week during a special 
trial period, but hopes of a permanent service on the Thames faces some major investment hurdles 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A MID all the debate and 
discussion over capacity 
on our roads and rail, a 
trial run concluded on 
Thursday into a com¬ 
muter service down the River 
Thames. 

But despite it being a huge success - 
with all the, free, tickets being 
snapped up for the week-long trial in 
advance - those behind the service be¬ 
tween Gravesend and central London 
warn establishing a permanent route 
would not come cheap. 

The clipper service whisked people 
from Gravesend Town Pier to Em¬ 
bankment, next door to Charing 
Cross, in one hour and 10 minutes, 
with stops at the likes of Canary 
Wharf and Blackfriars en route. 

With the opportunity to buy coffee 
or stroll on the open deck, it made a 
change to the regular trek on over¬ 
crowded trains or congested roads. 

The trial was conducted by MBNA 
Thames Clippers, which already runs 
regular daily services between the 
centre of London and Greenwich, in 
order to “understand demand”. 

Explained its chief executive officer 
Sean Collins: “The trial has been a to¬ 
tal success. Passengers have been 
asking a lot of questions to find out 
when a permanent service could be 
up and running and how much it will 
cost. 

“These questions are the reason we 
are running this trial, I set up this 
company 18 years ago, and two years 
later people were asking me about a 
Gravesend service. The only reason 
we haven’t done anything sooner is 
because we’ve been working on other 
projects across London. 

“We need to set out a full business 
case. It could take up to two years to 
start up a service and it would be 
great to see it stop at other places, 
such as Erith, Greenhithe, Dagenham 
and Thurrock.” 

The big issue, of course, will be just 
how much it will cost. Currently a 
season ticket from Greenwich to cen¬ 
tral London on the clipper service 
costs a little over £1,200, A standard 
rail season ticket from Gravesend to 
Charing Cross, just over £3,300. Jour¬ 
ney times are comparable. 

But some considerable investment 
would need to be made first. 

Mr Collins says not only would new 
boats need to be purchased, but major 
infrastructure upgrades too; most no¬ 
tably with the creation of suitable fa¬ 
cilities at piers for each new stop. 

The CEO explained: “This week’s 
trial has seen 220-capacity boats run 
to and from the capital. 

“Because of demand we’d need to 
build at least two bigger boats, at 
around 300 capacity. They would 
cost around £6 million each and then 
there’s the cost of running to consid¬ 
er. 

“By having new, bespoke boats, the 
journey time wouldn’t be longer, but 
for now the idea of additional stops is 
something we would have to evaluate 



TRIAL: The Clipper service was 
warmly welcomed by Gravesham 
VIPs, right, but CEO Sean Collins, 
below, warns the cost of setting up a 
regular route will cost millions and 
require some major infrastructure 
investment before it could launch. 


in a business plan, as we would have 
to bring in the cost of setting up dedi¬ 
cated piers for the service.” 

With a proposed multi-billion 
pound theme park on the Swans- 
combe peninsula still on the cards - 
albeit it constantly delaying its open¬ 
ing date - the appetite for river travel is 
only likely to increase. 

Those behind the park - formerly 
known as London Paramount and 
now, since the movie studio pulled 
out, simply London Resort - have al¬ 
ways said they want to exploit the po¬ 
tential of using the river to ferry peo¬ 
ple to and from the park. 

Certainly there’s an appetite among 
local decision makers. 

A spokesperson from Gravesham 
Borough Council said: “We support 
everything MBNA Thames Clippers 
are doing and would welcome a regu¬ 
lar service from Gravesend.” 

■ What do you think? Would 
you rather use a river route to 
access London? And could it 
be extended even further down 
the Thames? Share your views 
and join the debate. Email us 
at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
or write to The Editor, KoS, 
Room G46, The Panorama, Park 
Street, Ashford, TN24 8EZ. 
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THINNER’S A WINNER IN WORKTOPS 

J1qmU& MilLheti ejyoicuMA the, O^ma® a diuwiincj, new* I&qJz. .. 


O rigina® is the fancy-sounding name 
TREND Transformations applies 

to its kitchen worktop and bathroom 
surfaces. It’s beautiful, tough, durable 
and much thinner than other materials 
like granite, marble, engineered stone or 
solid synthetics, but equals or exceeds 
them in technical performance terms. To 
prove it, TREND Transformations offers an 
unrivalled lifetime material warranty. So, 
with the millionth Origina® already installed 
worldwide, what makes this distinctive 
material a winner in the kitchen and 
bathroom? 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

Agglomerate is at least two-thirds 
lighter than other materials, so needs 
less reinforcement and can be installed 
vertically and horizontally. 

SLIMLINE - produced and fully sealed 
only a quarter of an inch thick, it fits right 
on top of existing surfaces without adding 
depth or substance. 


TOUGHER - the slimline profile doesn’t 
compromise strength and, unlike granite 
slab, Origina® survives the dropped 
bowling ball test without breaking. 
LASTING - TREND Transformations’ 
Origina® retains its luxurious good looks 
for so long, it is guaranteed against a 
lifetime of wear and tear. 

EASYCARE - unlike granite, marble and 
engineered stone, which need regular 
sealing and maintenance, Origina® just 
requires a wipe over with a damp cloth. 
RESISTANT - Origina® is certificated to 
be highly resistant to liquids, chemicals, 
scratches, impact and burns and is harder 
than natural materials. 

GREENER - made using a high 
percentage of recycled content like post¬ 
consumer glass and recovered granite and 
quartz, Origina® is green by design. 


AFFORDABLE - Origina® is fitted over 
existing worktops and other surfaces, 
making it cheaper, easier and less 
disruptive to install, with less waste. 
VERSATILE - fit it on top of worktops, 
vanities or wash stands, on floors, 
stairways and pool surrounds, as 
splashbacks, shower liners and panels. 
BEAUTIFUL - made with Italian granite, 
quartz or recycled glass, it’s beautiful in 
black, refined in earthen tones, brilliant 
in white and bold in primary colours. But 
perhaps the biggest appeal of TREND 
Transformations Origina® is that it will be 
measured-up, made off-site and installed 
by our factory in Tunbridge Wells. What’s 
more, the expert, factory-trained fitters 
ensure a consistently high standard of 
workmanship and provide final proof that 
thinner’s a winner. 
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To talk your ideas through with an interior design consultant, visit your nearest TREND Transformations showroom. 

TREND Transformations 

Find our main showroom inside Nottcutts Garden Centre at Newnham Court Shopping Village,Bearsted Road Maidstone ME14 5LH 
Or, see our display inside Wyevale Garden Centre, Stour Business Park, Ashford Road, near Canterbury CT4 7HF 

01622 469541 



Find us online at: trend-transformations.co.uk/maidstone 
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Hops provide the glue to a 
harvest of community spirit 

Hundreds of people in a coastal town have spent the year growing hops and 
on Thursday they gathered them in as part of a remarkable unified effort 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A N innovative communi¬ 
ty project which has 
seen nearly 200 people 
in one small coastal 
town grow hops across a 
range of sites in a bid to help create its 
very own beer saw the fruits of its la¬ 
bours reach harvest this week. 

And it comfortably exceeded ex¬ 
pectations, with almost three times 
the amount of hops predicted being 
collected. 

Instead of a large single field full of 
plants, the Deal Hop Farm instead 
adopted a patchwork approach, with 
dozens of people across the coastal 
town all doing their bit on their own 
land. 

The project is the brainchild of the 
Deal With It group - a community or¬ 
ganisation trying to minimise the im¬ 
pact on the environment and tackle 
climate change in the area. 

It hopes the hop project will not 
only demonstrate the power of the 
community when combined, but also 


allow them to produce their own 
brand of beer, after joining forces 
with a local brewery. 

It was only launched in January 
this year, when several locals ex¬ 
pressed a passion for growing hops - 
now it is possibly the largest of its kind 
in the UK. 

Explained chief hopinista Steve 
Wakeford: “It has grown into a patch- 
work farm of 130 sites. 

“These are in peoples’ gardens, al¬ 
lotments, community gardens and 
spaces, including English Heritage’s 
kitchen garden at Walmer Castle. 

“In a little over nine months the 
group has become one of the largest 
community growing projects in the 
country with nearly 200 people in¬ 
volved.” 

“We are totally overwhelmed by 
the response of our members, and the 
wider community in Deal, to our first 
green hop harvest. 

“We had an amazing 75kgs of hops 
picked and collected - three times our 
best hopes. 

“This is a fantastic effort and shows 
what an awesome community we 
have here. People are rightly proud of 


Kent’s hop heritage and how impor¬ 
tant local food and drink are to our 
wellbeing.” 

He added: “The harvest went very 
well despite the various challenges 
from the weather and logistics. 

“We were able to pick most of our 
hops on Thursday and then had them 
available for brewing very early on 
Friday with our partners at the Ripple 
Steam Brewery. 

“The Landmark Garden in the 
High Street was our main base for 
people to drop off their picked hops for 
weighing. 

“There were also facilities for hop 
pickers to collect them from gardens 
of people who were away for the har¬ 
vest.” 

So far this year, the Deal Hop Farm 
has had them growing in 102 indi¬ 
vidual gardens, 15 allotment sites, 
the community gardens at the Land¬ 
mark Community Centre and Deal 
Rail Station, English Heritage’s His¬ 
toric Kitchen Garden at Walmer Cas¬ 
tle, local charity the Martha Trust, 
Ripple Steam Brewery, Bay Trust, 
two pubs, one cafe, one bed and 
breakfast and even at a pre-school 


group. 

As the group does not have its own 
oast house, the hops will not be dried 
but used as what are known as ‘green 
hops’ which organisers hope will give 
a “massive flavour burst” to the beer. 
The hops they have grown were de¬ 
veloped locally at Wye College; they 
are the dwarf variety known as Pri- 
ma Donna (First Gold) - a variation of 
the Whitbread golding variety. 

Expected on the shelves by the end 
of October, the beer will be called 
Hopping MAD (Made Around Deal). 
It is being brewed by the Ripple Steam 
Brewery which termed the project 
“fantastic”. It says it expected to pro¬ 
duce around 2,800 pints which will 
be split between cask and bottled con¬ 
ditioned beer. 

But it is the positive community im¬ 
pact which has impressed so many. 

Member of the collective and hop 
grower Charlotte Daly explained: “I 
have been amazed at the cross section 
of people involved in this project. It 
has brought people together in a way 
I never thought possible.” 

And Colin Kidd, a fellow member 
added: “It has been a very difficult 


year for me personally but this project 
has really been important to me as a 
result. I have learned a lot but more 
than that, I have found friendship 
and fun in this joyous community 
project.” 

Mark Brent is English Heritage’s 
head gardener at Walmer Castle and 
Gardens which played its role in the 
project: “From the beginning the ob¬ 
jectives of Deal Hop Farm have been 
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FOR BOVS AGED 7 & 8 
11 th NOVEMBER 2017 

ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOME AT ANY TIME 



Substantial scholarships are awarded 
and choristers benefit from an all-round 
excellent education at St Edmund's 
School Canterbury. 

The Master of Choristers, David Flood, 
is always pleased to meet and advise 
parents and their sons. 


For further details please telephone 

01227 865242 

davidf@canterbury-cathedral.org 
@No1 Cathedral 
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Get your CV in front of 
local employers 


Upload it to jobs .co.uk today 
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CROPS: Young and old alike have been involved in the process which will result in a beer being brewed by a local 
firm which will go on sale next month. Such has been the success of the project it is believed to be one of the most 
successful of its kind in the country. 


to learn, nurture and grow hops; 
with the prospect of some quality 
beer as an eventual outcome. What 
has been equally pleasurable to wit¬ 
ness is its role in growing new friend¬ 
ships amongst the community too. 


“Taking part in this project has 
been a great experience, I am very 
pleased to have been able to support 
Deal Hop Farm and I look forward to 
doing so in future.” 

Retired school teacher Tim Hughes 


added: “This is a fantastic project 
which has brought the community 
together on a very practical way. We 
are so much more than a drinking 
club with a serious gardening prob¬ 
lem.” 





Chi dl 


Old Prince of Orange 


LMHW 

FfilCNDS 

* *, ‘stidrtatonr 

-i 5r««ai5eiIilSi 

rt.J -1 i a.. "- - EL - ■ -1 .. 



Tribute to 

DUSTY SPRINGFIELD 
AND FRIENDS 

on the 30th September 
with 3 course dinner and show 

only £ 19.95 

Booking essential 


DRAG SHOW 

FIRST FRIDAY MONTHLY 

FREE ENTRY 

All draft beers £2.75 a pint 
from 7 to 8pm 




CHECK OUT OUR 
FACE BOOK PAGE 
FOR ALL OUR EVENTS 
TO CHRISTMAS 


BEER FESTIVAL 

22 to 24 September 

FREE ENTRY 

Tradition cask ales, craft lager and 
ale and over 40 imported and local 
bottle beers 


ph@cat Friday 


THIRD WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

CHARTIY QUIZ NIGHT 

to fund Eleanor house 



Old Prince of Orange | 1 Old Road East | GRAVESEND | Kent | DA 12 1NJ 


01474 365753 
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Setting sail on cementing 
town’s relationship with sea 

Gordon Vincent, founder and chair of Whitstable Maritime on how the group is 
looking at a host of projects including the renovation of a classic oyster yawl 


T HREE years ago Whitstable 
Maritime emerged on to 
the town’s scene with the 
announcement it had pur¬ 
chased a 100 year-old oys¬ 
ter yawl built on the town’s Island 
Wall. 

There is nothing pretty about the 
Gamecock: she is a work boat. The 
craft had previously been used locally 
for oyster dredging. She has most of 
her original fittings and is one of the 
very few Whitstable oyster yawls still 
afloat. 

Built in 1907, 41 feet long, and 
with a good provenance, she has been 
registered as a National Historic Ves¬ 
sel. 

Her working life was spent dredg¬ 
ing in the Swale estuary where she 
was moored to a metal screw driven 
in to the hard sea bed. 

Storms and collisions were not un¬ 
known and the Swale can be rough 
when the North Sea is blowing on to 
the shore as the residents of Whitsta¬ 
ble have found to their cost. 

Twice the Gamecock was hit while 
owned by Bill Coleman and he re¬ 
paired her, as was the custom, by 


adding a second layer to the hull. 

Similarly, money was saved by 
storing sails and other gear below 
deck in the months when oysters 
were out of season. So, the boat and 
its owner struggled on. Now Whitsta¬ 
ble Maritime, struggles to keep her 
afloat away from the deadly clutches 
of the soft silt of the Swale’s creeks 
where many a craft has found a 
grave. 

Will the Gamecock make or break 
us? 

The charity was formed three years 
ago and its first action was to pur¬ 
chase the boat. However it also aims 
to establish a Maritime Discovery 
Centre, an interactive coastal trail 
from Whitstable to Faversham, and 
an annual maritime festival. 

The overall purpose is to celebrate 
the town’s connections with the sea; 
past, present and future. 

Restoring the Gamecock differs 
from the other three programmes in 
that its costs are unpredictable as 
owners of historical craft will testify. 
How much of the hidden timbers have 
been eaten by large fat worms? What 
strength of wind-on-sail will crack 


the mast weakened by rot? 

While some of the work can be un¬ 
dertaken by volunteers, such as 
painting, some requires supervision, 
such as caulking, while other tasks 
need the skills of a shipwright, such 
as the steaming of planks. One of our 
volunteers has been inspired to train 
at the International Boatbuilding 
Training College at Lowestoft and 
now leads the task group. 

Then there are the ongoing ex¬ 
penses of moorings and insurance. 
This is when you need friends, friends 
who are equally committed, such as 
Swale Marina which consistently 
subsidises the mooring fees. 

Why then take the risk? 

The Gamecock is more than a flag¬ 
ship; it is an inherent part of the com¬ 
munity’s maritime heritage and 
when fully restored it could once 
again be used for dredging oysters. 
Not only will this be a contribution to 
responsible tourism in the area, and 
an opportunity for ‘Red Letter’ days, 
but it will also encourage a more en¬ 
vironmentally acceptable way of 
dredging oysters from the sea-bed. 

A power dredger can scrape a sea¬ 


bed of oysters until they disappear in 
a few hours. If dredging in the 
Thames and other estuaries was lim¬ 
ited to sail this more gentle method 
would lead to a regeneration of all fish 
species and a more sustainable form 
of aquaculture. 

The Gamecock also participates in 
an annual barge/smack race which 
Whitstable Maritime has helped pro¬ 
mote over the past three years with 
the Kentish Sail Association. 

This year the race formed part of a 
nautical festival organised by Whit¬ 
stable Maritime and attended by sev¬ 
eral thousand people. A dozen craft 
participated, only to be becalmed be¬ 
fore the start of the race. 

The eventual winner was the Em¬ 
meline, a sister craft to the Gamecock 
which has been substantially modi¬ 
fied into a beautiful yaught. 

When in the harbour the tall masts 
added to the picturesque scene of fish¬ 
ing boats, stalls and lifeboats. 

Over two dozen stalls were ar¬ 
ranged along the quays, each with a 
maritime theme. The Margate all- 
weather lifeboat joined the local in¬ 
shore craft and the Sea Scouts organ¬ 




ised boat rides around the harbour. 
Scaled models of many of the local 
craft were on display. 

Parents and offspring competed for 
the devices to control the models in 
the temporary boating pool. The 
event was a great success and anoth¬ 
er is planned for August 11, next 
year. 

It is an aspiration of Whitstable 
Maritime that many of these activi¬ 
ties form part of the programme of¬ 
fered by a permanent Maritime Dis- 



Could you care? 


it 

Knowing that I’ve made 
a positive difference to 
someone’s life gives me 
the best job satisfaction 
I’ve ever had. ^ j 


Find out about care career 
opportunities in your area at 

kentcarejobs24.co.uk 
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PROJECT: Whitstable Maritime has set itself a number of targets, among them the renovation of the oyster yawl the 
Gamecock, above, as well as a host of attractions to help boost Whitstable’s appeal (harbour pictured right) while 
educating locals and visitors about its relationship with the sea. Above picture: Gavin Atkin/www.intheboatshed.net 


covery Centre. 

The centre would provide enjoyable 
opportunities for visitors and stu¬ 
dents to explore the town’s connec¬ 
tions with the sea through six 
themes: The impact of man and na¬ 
ture on the coastline; fish and shell¬ 
fish from sea to plate; marine indus¬ 
tries past, present and future; 


seamanship and navigation; a coast¬ 
al trail; alternative energy and new 
technologies. 

This would strengthen Whitsta¬ 
ble’s future appeal as a visitor desti¬ 
nation and advance the education of 
school children, students and adults. 

A pontoon to assist with embarka¬ 
tion is being installed in the harbour 


and it is realistic to envisage the pro¬ 
gramme being delivered in the cen¬ 
tre, on the foreshore, and afloat. 

No longer will visitors walk along 
the beach unaware that it is a recent 
artificial creation built to defend the 
town from storms. 

They will discover buried beneath 
their feet the slipways of half-a-dozen 



boatyards, including that of the Col¬ 
lar Brothers where the Gamecock 
was built. 

Countering the rising sea-level 
presents both challenges and oppor¬ 
tunities which students can consider 
in problem-solving simulations using 
satellite data. The opportunities for 
enriching the learning of all ages and 
abilities are manifold and a public 
consultation undertaken last year by 
Canterbury City Council resulted in a 
strong endorsement of the proposal 
for a centre by the local community. 

How rapidly the vision promoted 
by Whitstable Maritime is realised 
largely depends on the ability of the 
organisation to attract competent 
volunteers and adequate funding. 

To date, the response from compa¬ 


nies, charities, and public bodies has 
been encouraging and Whitstable 
Maritime has been recognised by the 
DCLG as a Coastal Community Team. 

The charity has volunteers with 
expertise in boat-building, seaman¬ 
ship, architecture, marine ecology, 
tourism, education, IT, art and busi¬ 
ness and is looking to recruit more 
volunteers with different skill sets. 

The town’s expansion is limited ge¬ 
ographically but building on its mari¬ 
time heritage will add value and stim¬ 
ulate further growth in the local 
economy. 

Meanwhile, the Gamecock requires 
more attention - and funding. 

■ For more information on 
Whitstable Maritime visit whit- 
s t ablemar itime. co. uk. 


6 issues/: 

FOR £0 

Each issue brings you great 
features on the people, places, food 
and drink, and events that make 
life in your local area special 



Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct Debit and SAVE up to 71% 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 12 issues for £31.05 - SAVING 25% 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


www.subsave.co.uk/kentnews 01858 438840 quoting lmmmay7b 


Visit www.subscriptionsave.co.uk to view our T&Cs 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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IMPROVED: The Brook Theatre has been under wraps for the last year during maintenance work 


ooK bounces back as 


unvei s 


Victorian building completes external works as it’s restored to former glory 


O NE of Medway’s leading 
theatres has stripped off 
its year-long scaffolding 
just in time to celebrate 
its 20th anniversary. 
The Brook Theatre in Chatham 
has spent the last year wrapped up 
while it under went a major facelift 
worth £415,000. 

And while it remained open as 
usual during the works, the essen¬ 
tial repairs are now complete and it 
is fit to face the world again. 

Among the work carried out was 
cleaning of the stonework and roof 
and improvements to the external 
lighting. 

The last part of the renovation 
saw the three iconic clock faces re¬ 
paired, cleaned and re-lit. 

The Grade II-listed building itself 
was first opened back in 1900 and 
served a variety of purposes, most 
notably as Chatham Town Hall and 


then Medway Arts Centre, before it 
was reopened as the 400-capacity 
Brook Theatre in 1997. 

Medway Council, which funded 
the works, says the theatre is an im¬ 
portant part of Chatham which is in 
the middle of its own ambitious re¬ 
generation programme to trans¬ 
form the area. 

Medway Council’s portfolio hold¬ 
er in charge of council property, 
Adrian Gulvin, said: “The works 
were essential to keep the building 
in good condition and fit for pur¬ 
pose - and the theatre really is look¬ 
ing great now it’s been unveiled for 
all to see. 

“We know lots of people, both lo¬ 
cally and from further afield, enjoy 
coming to watch shows at The 
Brook Theatre and so it’s important 
that we keep one of Medway’s enter¬ 
tainment gems in good shape.” 

Councillor Howard Doe, portfolio 


holder for community services, 
added: “As well as being the home 
for several professional creative 
companies, The Brook Theatre is 
also a place enjoyed by many 
groups within the community such 
as dance and drama schools and 
groups, so this is a really important 
venue in the heart of Medway. It is a 
measure of the council’s commit¬ 
ment to the arts that such signifi¬ 
cant investment has been made and 
I must say it looks very smart in¬ 
deed.” 

The theatre has a host of shows 
lined up over the coming weeks. 

Among them are the visits of Dizzy 
O’Dare, the contemporary circus per¬ 
formance company. It is bringing its 
Cabaret of Curiosities Variety Night to 
the venue on September 29, before re¬ 
turning with its colourful and moving 
Rise on October 13. 

And if that wasn’t enough, it flies 


back in on November 17 with its 
Burlesque Special. 

The Baroque Theatre Company 
presents the classic The Three Mus¬ 
keteers on October 15, with the 
swashbuckling, fast-paced show 
designed to entertain all the family 

On October 21, comedy star Phill 
Jupitus brings his latest stand-up 
show, Juplicity, for a night of 
laughts, while Foster & Allen will 
celebrate 40 years together in the 
music business with a show on No¬ 
vember 16 featuring all their fa¬ 
vourites. 

And between December 1-24 
there will the Brook Theatre Christ¬ 
mas show when The Lion Who 
Came for Christmas starts its festive 
residency with plenty of audience 
participation expected. 

For the full detatils of upcoming 
shows, and to book, visit med- 
wayticketslive.co.uk. 
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Countdown begins to festival of 
food and drink at the seaside 


Why not meet the Gruffalo? 

THE Gruffalo will return to the 
Kent Life Heritage Farm Park 
near Maidstone later this 
month. 

The popular children’s 
character will meet visitors on 
September 24. 




ARRAY: The event runs from September 29 to October 1 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


F OOD lovers should head 
to the coast at the end of 
the month as a host of 
tasty treats take to the 
spotlight at the Broad- 
stairs Food Festival. 

The hugely popular annual 
event in Thanet has become one of 
the highlights of the calendar for 
foodies, drawn to its array of re¬ 
gional food and drink. 

The event is staged at Victoria 
Gardens and the seafront prome¬ 
nade and features over 100 stalls 
boasting a whole range of local 
products. 

Running from September 29 to 
October 1, last year saw more than 
50,000 people flock to enjoy the 
stalls and a packed programme of 
events and tasting workshops. 

In addition, there will be the 
Chefs’ Theatre where a host of culi¬ 
nary experts will demonstrate 
their skills and inspire visitors. 

Among the range of produce 
will be raw milk, organic vegeta¬ 
bles, sourdough bread, Kent chees¬ 
es, pickles and preserves alongside 
award winning beers, ciders, spir¬ 
its, and freshly cooked street-food. 


A spokesman for the event ex¬ 
plained: “Since the beginning, in 
2009, our aim has been to cele¬ 
brate and promote the amazing 
variety, quality and abundance of 
food and drink produced in Kent 
and to encourage people to buy lo¬ 
cal produce in the shops, farm 
shops and other farmers markets. 

“The festival offers not just this 
but also the opportunity to meet 
the producers of that wonderful 


cheese - or the baker of your speci¬ 
ality bread and pastries. 

“What gives us that extra value 
is that we’re a free festival. 

“Anyone and everyone is wel¬ 
come to come along and take part 
without being charged an entry 
fee.” 

The festival will also welcome 
back cookery book writers Lucy 
Cuflin and Catherine Phipps who 
will demonstrate recipes from 


their books, signed copies of which 
will be on sale at the weekend. 

For those who fancy getting in¬ 
spired with something a little 
stronger, there’s a gin workshop 
hosted by Julie Harmer who will 
talk through different ways to 
serve up the perennial favourite on 
the Saturday. 

For full details to help you plan 
your trip see broadstairsfoodfesti- 
val.org.uk. 


Thomas gambles on future 


MARK Thomas brings his brand of wit to the 
Trinity Theatre in Tunbridge Wells on 
November 23 as his A Show That Gambles on 
the Future rolls into town. 

The show, a sell-out at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, will also call in at Folkestone, Canter¬ 
bury and Margate before the end of the year. 


Jim's in with life story 

COMIC Jim Davidson brings 
his autobiographical show 40 
Years On to Folkestone’s Leas 
Cliff Hall in November. 

The star of stage and screen 
will perform at the venue on 
November 19 


Historic riverside walk 



TAKE a guided walk around Gravesend’s 
historic riverside this Monday with local 
historian Christoph Bull. 

It costs £15 and includes a meal at the Three 
Daws pub. Call the venue on 01474 566869 to 
book. The walk starts at 7pm at the General 
Gordon statue. 



THE 

OAKS 


SUTTON VALENCE, KENT 

AN EXCLUSIVE GATED DEVELOPMENT 
OF 5 BEDROOM DETACHED LUXURY HOMES 
BUILT TO THE HIGHEST SPECIFICATION 


PRICES FROM £995,000 


SHOW HOME OPEN: 
THURSDAY TO MONDAY 
FROM 10AM - 4PM 


TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CONTACT THEA HEATON ON: 

020 7205 2450 OR EMAIL SALES@NEWCOURT.CO.UK 

www.newcourt.co.uk 

BEAUTIFUL DESIGN, EXCLUSIVE LOCATIONS 



NEWCOURT 


—^.London • 

Evening 

Standard 

NEW HOMES C+. 

AWARDS ^ Lr XO 

WINNER 
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Truly a Dire tribute band 

THE magic of Dire Straits lives 
on courtesy of a leading tribute 
act - and it’s heading to the 
Assembly Hall Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells next month. 

Dire Straits UK perform the 
hits on October 5. 



Good Deal at record fair 


COLLECTORS will be flocking to the third 
Deal Record & CD Fair of the year on Septem¬ 
ber 23 at the Astor Theatre. 

Entry is free with a host of stalls from across 
east Kent exhbiting. The fourth edition for 2017 
will be held on October 22. 

It runs from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 


Fat Friends' all-star line-up 


THE star-studded Fat Friends 
- The Musical comes to 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre 
between April 9-14. 

The cast includes Freddie 
Flintoff, Sam Bailey and 
Natasha Hamilton. 



All Rise at Ouarterhouse 

A COMBINATION of circus, theatre, cabaret 
and surrealism arrives at Folkestone Quarter- 
house on September 22 when Dissy O’Dare’s 
Rise arrives. 

Combining live music, theatre and a surreal, 
eclectic style, Rise is a poignant series of 
vignettes about the complexity of relationships. 


Delve into the past as 
gallery returns in style 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


MAIDSTONE Museum will 
officially open its new gallery next 
month following a major refur¬ 
bishment project. 

Courtesy of a £78,000 grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
plus support from the Maidstone 
Museums Foundation and local 
donors, the venue says it will 
deliver an “immersive experience” 
with a “multi-sensory blend of 
sights, sounds and smells as well 
as items to touch”. 

The Ancient Lives gallery will 
focus on the lives of everyday 
Egyptians and Greeks through a 
series of themed displays and 
interactive stations. 

Among the attractions will be 
Ta-Kush, the only Egyptian 
mummy in the county, who died 
over 2,700 years ago. Her face has 
been reconstructed as as the story 
of her life. There are also the 
results of recent CT scans and a 
short film about how she arrived 
in Kent. 

The remarkable lid of her coffin 
with its coloured interior of the 
goddess Nut (pictured) will also be 


on display for the first time ever 
following conservation. 

Lyn Palmer, public program¬ 
ming manager at Maidstone 
Museum said: “We are thrilled to 
have received the support of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund for this 
project and we’re excited to unveil 
the new Ancient Lives gallery as a 
fantastic space that will inform 
and entertain. 

“The new lift and ramps will 
also create a much fuller experi¬ 
ence for our less able visitors who 
will be able to access areas that, 


until now, have been out of reach.” 

The museum team worked 
closely with the Kent Association 
for the Blind to ensure the new 
space was developed to optimise 
the experience for visually-im¬ 
paired visitors, with Maidstone 
Borough Council also funding the 
installation of a new lift and ramps 
to improve accessibility around 
the entire museum. 

The new gallery will be open to 
the public from Tuesday, October 
3. The museum’s exhbition on 
board games ends on October 1. 


SCIENCE : See how technology 
has shed light on mummy 


VENUE : Maidstone Museum’s 
gallery re-opens in October 
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BECKENHAM CARPETS 

LIMITED 

^ 020 8663 3548 

9 102 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 4RH 


Quality Showroom for 
Carpets, Vinyls, 
Laminates and Wood 

Fitted Flooring Specialists 
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pro witn tnese clever Kitcnen nacKs 


These simple techniques will save you time and effort and boost your flavours, discovers Ella Walker 


D ID you know scooping 
out an avocado with a 
spoon is not the way to 
go? Or that peeling garlic 
is a task you don’t actual¬ 
ly have to do? 

Well, I didn’t either - until I spent a 
day at the cookery school of Raymond 
Blanc’s Michelin-starred hotel, Bel- 
mond Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons in 
Oxfordshire. 

There, Raymond’s friend, develop¬ 
ment chef and barbecue maestro, 
Adam Johnson shared some surpris¬ 
ing pearls of wisdom - in between pre¬ 
paring perfectly-seasoned lamb ribs 
and vanilla-scented barbecued pine¬ 
apple. 

Go forth and use these tips in your 
own kitchen. 


Cut out the wishbone: Roasting a 
chicken? Remove the wishbone be¬ 
fore putting it in the oven. It’ll make it 
far easier to carve up once it’s been 
cooked. 

Be brave with mussels: Try doing 
mussels on the barbecue or griddle 
pan - just whack the shells in an old 
colander and sit on the coals, or bun¬ 
dle them into a wire barbecue fish 
basket and grill. 

Avoid peeling garlic: Hate peeling 
garlic and then having to wash up 
your crusher? You can skip these 
steps. Instead, get a microplane grat¬ 
er and just grate the garlic bulb - skin 
and all - directly into the pan. Most of 
the skin will fall off and any bits that 
do get through will be so tiny it won’t 
matter if they’re eaten. 



AVOCADO: Put the spoon down. 
Step away from the spoon 


Change how you season: If you’re 
seasoning a piece of meat, fish or even 
vegetables, rather than apply your 
herbs and spices directly, season the 
chopping board instead. Pile your 
salt, pepper, herbs etc. on the board, 
add oil, then mix together, before 
spreading out in the rough shape of 
the meat/fish/veg you’ll be season¬ 
ing. Place the meat on the board, 
press down, then flip and rub in so 
that both sides are coated evenly. 

A pinch = a gram: In chef talk (and 
in recipes) a pinch of salt, means a 
gram of salt - which is a lot more than 
you might think. Try weighing it out 
and see. 

Fork that avocado: Making 
guacamole? Instead of slicing and 
scooping the avocado flesh from its 


skin, scrape it out with a fork - it saves 
time and means less mashing later. 

Pineappple tenderises: If you’ve got a 
tough bit of meat, like a pork shoulder 
steak, marinate it overnight in a pu¬ 
ree of pineapple, mango and papaya 
flesh. The meat will take on the fla¬ 
vours of the fruit, while the enzymes 
in the pineapple will tenderise it. 
Double whammy. 

Chop herbs into chunks: Adding 
herbs to fresh salads? Keep the herb 
leaves chunky so you have something 
to bite on once served. 

Cut your Camembert correctly: If 
you’re baking a wheel of Camembert, 
carve slits only in the top of the 
cheese, not in the sides. That way you 
won’t have Camembert leaking out or 
reduced to a runny mess. 


Dance festival hots up 

DANCE fans will be heading to Port 
Lympne later this month for the 
Southbeats Festival. 

The wildlife park near Hythe will be 
hosting the one-day event on September 23 
featuring some of the UK’s biggest DJs and 
live acts across a number of stages. 

Among those performing will be legen¬ 
dary dance duo Basement Jaxx. 

Tickets are on sale now. 


Stained glass taster 

I TRY your hand at creating your own 
stained glass window with a special 
introduction to the skills at Whitstable’s 
Horsebridge next month. 

Stephen Harries will be holding taster days 
to learn the basics of cutting glass and 
soldering lead on October 1 and 29 and 
November 26. 

It runs from 10.15am to 4.30pm and all 
equipment is provided. 


Carrott all set to rock 

JASPER Carrott is back with a new 
stand-up show which combines 
comedy and live music too. 

Stand Up & Rock takes in Chatham’s 
Central Theatre on April 19 next year and 
feature founding member of The Move and 
ELO, Bev Bevan plus a host of other top 
musicians. 

Tickets for the show are already on sale 
priced between £26-27.50. 


Eighties dream night 

REMEMBER when we all wore Frankie 
Say t-shirts and Prince, Madonna and 
Michael Jackson ruled the airwaves? 

Relive your youth at The Forum in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells on October 14 with one of its 
regular Back to the 80s evenings, pumping 
out hits from the decade that defined a 
generation. 

Tickets cost £7 in advance and £8 on the 
door. It starts at 8.30pm. 






Celebrate^Bkj^tmas 

Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 
Musical Lunches from £24.95 pp 


Gatsby Themed Party Nights from £29 95 pp 
Christmas Day £69-00 pp 


GATSE>y 


New Years Dinner and Disco £50,00 pp 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK CALL 
T: 0844 a 15 9045 or 
ch ristm a s@mercu re m aid stone, cq .uk 
m ercu re m aid ston exo ,uk J 


Mercure Maidstone Great Danes 
Hollingbourne. Nr Maidstone;Kei 


LE CLUB ACCOR 
HOTELS 


■Icbhur 


DISCOVER 

MERCURE 

| 

Mercure 


MERCURE.COM 

OVER &Q HOTELS 

IN THE UK AMD 700 
WORLDWIDE 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Quick 




Across 

21. Set (5) 

8. Pious (6) 

19. 

6. Sundry (7) 

22. Frightened (7) 

11. Suitable (9) 

7. Inexpensive (5) 


13. Reliable (6) 


9. Cover (3) 

Down 

14. Agitate (7) 


10. Repulsive (9) 

1. Lukewarm (5) 

16. Staid (5) 


12. Argument (11) 

2. Enclosure (3) 

18. Part (4) 

21. 

15. Discontented (11) 

3. Tardy (4) 

20. Sphere (3) 

17. Building (9) 

19. Also (3) 

Arrowword 

4. Shielded (9) 

5. Tackle (7) 


22. 



\ r 


Decorative 

object 

Killer 

▼ 

Girth 


Weak 

T 

Short, 
sharp cry 

~~T 

L 




Instrument 

(abbr.) 




Pieces of 
cloth 


Atom 

Pop 

concert 




Era 


L 


T 


Informal 

agreement 

Tree bark 


! 


Glove 

Dowel 




T 

Resin 


Watch 

L 



leaved 


f 


f 

Additional 

(abbr.) 


Drifting 






L 



Dull pain 






Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


Cryptic 

Across 

6. Justice in Shakespeare 
is certainly not deep- 
seated (7) 

7 and 22Ac. Are they used 
in depicting a lakeland 
scene? (5,7) 

9. See 16 Down. 

10. Young groom can 
be trusted to be 
responsible (6,3) 

12. Play down the position 
of one subjected to 
nervous tension (5,6) 

15. Model exhibition (7,4) 

17. Blow for time in a well- 
contested match (5,4) 
Of reserved 
disposition, but have a 
fling (3) 

First to get the firearm 
ready (5) 


Battleships - 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 


THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 



Down 

1. The Spirit of the Lough 

(7) 

2, 11 Dn. and 3Dn. The 
whole crew suffering 
together (3,2,3,4,4) 

3. See 2 Down. 

4. Provides space and 
constructs part of the 
house (5,4) 

5. Compunction about 
a key method of 
communication (7) 

8. Lowers a foundation 
on to the top of the 
soil (6) 

11. See 2 Down. 

13. This will suffice to 
make one return with 
an expression of 
disgust (6) 

14. One who doesn’t 
make the grade if a 
rule is broken (7) 

16 and 9Ac. Guick way 
one takes to get rid of 
long tresses (5,3) 

18. This affects how one 
feels at a reversal of 
fate (4) 

20. Fight a case (3) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 
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Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Cut with axe 

9. Percussion instrument 

2. Tablet 

10. Asian desert 

3. Board game 

11. Wading bird 

4. Do as told 

12. Cleansing agent 

5. Unit of length 

13. Treaty 

6. Twofold 

14. Fling 

7. Sediment 

15. Potato, slang 

8. Complacent 

16. Entrance 


Keyword clue: A sign of the Zodiac 


SUDOKU 
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TV&lifestyle travel 


The forgotten 

WAUJUKr 

The region that produces some of Italy's most 
celebrated cars and foods is not on the typical 
tourist map. Tony Green explores Emilia Romagna 



“Food and fast cars are 
taken extremely seriously 
and visitors can experience 
this daily and sometimes 
simultaneously” 

n ancient road cuts across 
northwest Italy from the 
River Po to the Adriatic 
coast. Built by the Romans 
more than 2,000 years ago, the Via 
Emilia cuts through the heart of the 
Emilia Romagna region, one of the 
less visited corners of the country 
Tourists have not traditionally been 
needed to support the local economy 
here. They’re too busy making some 
of the most exciting cars - and food 
- in the world. 

The plain is frequently referred to as 
the food valley or the motor valley. 
There are 10 cities, the most famous 
being Parma, Bologna and Modena. 
They are united in a quest for excel¬ 
lence on a modest scale. This is where 
Ferraris come from. And Maseratis. 
And Lamborghinis. And Parma ham, 
Parmesan cheese, balsamic vinegar, 
tortellini and lasagna. It’s an ideal 
destination to savour some of the 
things Italians are famous for. 

Food and fast cars are taken 
extremely seriously and visitors can 
experience this daily and sometimes 
simultaneously. The region produces 
more than 40 foods with protected 
status, so they cannot be made 
anywhere else. One of the most famous 
is Parmesan cheese. Many dairies are 
open to the public including the 


organic dairy Hombre. Umberto Panini 

- the man who made a fortune creating 
the Panini football sticker empire - set 
up this farm outside Modena - it’s the 
place where he settled down to make 
cheese (as one does). Guided farm 
tours start at 5EUR. The farm is also 
home to his collection of Maseratis. 
Write ahead to secure a visit. 

CULINARY CAPITAL 
Every culinary capital likes to debunk 
the myths surrounding whatever 
initially made them famous. Bolognese 
sauce is unheard of in Bologna. It’s a 
ragu. And gastronomists who thought 
all they need do was make sure their 
balsamic vinegar came from Modena 
can think again. The real gourmets 
covet the acieto balsamico traditionale 

- tradition being the key. 

The good stuff is around 25 years old 
and fetches around £70 for 100ml. 
Because of the time it takes to make 


and the modest quantities involved, it’s 
a labour of love for most producers and 
foodies on a culinary pilgrimage can 
stay in one of several of agriturismo 
spots in the hills above Emilia 
Romagna. Cavazzone offers plenty of 
rustic charm. Try a two-hour pasta 
making workshop in English. Or you 
could just eat it. 

Opera 02 is at the other end of the 
scale with chic modern design, an 
infinity pool and a handful of boutique- 
style rooms. As well as creating 
balsamic vinegar, its owner is trying to 
relaunch Lambrusco wine, an Italian 
offering that suffered severe reputa¬ 
tional damage in the 1980s. Emilia 
Romagna is Lambrusco’s home and 
producers are reintroducing the qual¬ 
ity so readily abandoned decades ago. 
The Opera 02 wines are much more 
refined but it will be an uphill struggle 
to overtake Prosecco as the world’s 
favourite fizz. 


PETROL PASSION 
The other great passion is motorsport. 
Tourists can head to the home of all of 
the supercar manufacturers who adopt 
a similar philosophy to the food 
producers: top quality on a small scale. 
There are bus tours that lap the Ferrari 
factory but a more satisfactory experi¬ 
ence can be seen at the Museo Enzo 
Ferrari, designed by Renzo Piano. 

Also try Museo Lamborghini. On 
show here are the Mura, one of the 
most beautiful cars ever designed and 
the prototype of the Urus, the next 
SUV supercar destined to make an 
appearance on the school run soon. 

So that’s Emilia Romagna, every¬ 
thing that’s great about Italy. It’s La 
Dolce Vita. 


■ HOW TO GET THERE 

■ Fly to Bologna or Parma 

■ Easyjet flies direct from Gatwick to 
Bologna. Return fares average at £163. 

■ BA flies direct from Heathrow. 
Return fares average £190. 

■ WHERE TO STAY 

■ La Cascina di Balsamico Bonini bal- 
samicobonini.it; Opera 02 rooms 
opera02.it. Agriturismo Cavazzone 
cavazzone.it 

■ WHAT TO DO 

■ Panini Motor Museum, paninimotor- 
museum.it 

■ Museo Enzo Ferrari, musei.ferrari. 
com/en/modena 






Exclusive use Wedding venue near Rye 

Less than 15 weddings a year - Private elevated grounds not over looked 
Far reaching sea views, up to 250 guests. No packages everything is bespoke. 
Number 1 on TripAadvisor and 3rd in the World - Quality not Quantity. 

01797 222 220 I saltcoteweddings.co.uk 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending September 17, 2017 31 

















0 > 

V 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Congratulations 
to the protestors 

NATURE conservation partners 
including the RSPB and Kent 
Wildlife Trust, Rochester and Strood 
MP Kelly Tolhurst, and the many 
thousands of local people who wrote 
objecting to the development of 
Lodge Hill for housing are to be 
congratulated for their part in the 
fight to prevent the destruction of 
Lodge Hill Site of Special Scientific 
Interest for housing development 
[KoS, last week]. 

The clock is ticking for the future 
of wildlife in the UK. 

Destroy the ecological chain, and 
the future for children being born 
today is bleak. 

The year 2035 is not too far away, 
and unless we treat our environment 
properly we may have lots more houses 
but miserable living conditions. Many 
species of birds migrate thousands of 
miles throughout the year and it is our 
duty to ensure that the breeding 
habitats of Nightingales and other 
species are not compromised. 

Yes, let us hope that Medway can 
develop a realistic vision for its 
community, which includes 
maintaining Lodge Hill as a nature 
reserve for all to enjoy 

Jean Nobbs, 

Sevenoaks 

Anti-export gang 
miss the point 

I AM amazed at the narrow minds of 
those who protest against live animal 
exports [KoS, letters, last week]. 

They are prepared to see this 
country go to the dogs by supporting 
Brexit just in order to bring a halt to 
the transportation of animals abroad. 

They seem oblivious to the fact 
many farmers need to export live 
animals and therefore the trade will 
continue to exist. Hopefully, of course, 
the conditions will improve, but 
animals will still be shipped abroad. 

But more significantly, Brexit is not 
worth it just to solve that issue - an issue 
I suspect few people are actually that 
actively bothered about. Brexit will ruin 
the prosperity for future generations 
who will not share the delights of those 
who hail the end of one minor trade and 
consider that a triumph. 

T Watson, 

Faversham 

Let’s just nuke 
North Korea 

THE people of Kent have been on the 
front line for centuries. Now we see a 
delusional leader of an imprisoned 
North Korea threatening the free 
world. We must strike now and I 
believe we should nuke them. And 
then destroy the Chinese islands in 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 




Classic coastal decline 
needs cash injection 


BRITAIN is dividing not only over 
Brexit but between the haves and 
have nots. 

The haves are divided between 
the 10 per cent who have more than 
one property and the 40 per cent 
who have none. 

Having no property limits any 
aspirations and coastal towns have 
substantial numbers of the 40 per 
cent [KoS, last week]. The MPs quoted 
are clearly more au fait with the 
needs of the 10 per cent than they are 
with the 40 per cent and it shows. 

Forgetting Cllr Wells’ comments 
about Manston, it will take years for 
it a defunct airfield to regenerate and 
create any jobs, duty free booze is not 
going to regenerate Dover and 
transport costs will eat substantially 
into any money received from a zero 
hours minimum wage job, so 
perhaps not going for work outside 
Thanet has some rationality. 

Thanet and Dover are like so many 
areas left behind in post industrial 
Britain, where communities formed 
around staple industries, Work was 


the South China Sea. In a year’s time 
we will not have that option. So let us 
put these anti democratic enemies in 
their place and protect freedom. 

Peter Booth, 

Former chair, South Thanet 
Conservative Association 

PM on the run 
from our MEPs 


YET again Theresa May is avoiding 
making her case in public, this time 
running scared of the European 
Parliament. 


well paid, probably heavily unionised, 
but relatively inflexible. When the 
work went the communities went 
into prolonged mourning for ‘the old 
days’ and struggle to adapt. They 
close ranks, turn inward and start to 
self destruct. Educational attainment 
is poor because it will mean leaving 
the community to work or live 
outside. 

The hospitality and horticultural 
industries are seasonal and not 
attractive to those seeking 
permanent work at regular hours. 

Finally it comes down to money; 
the Coastal Community Fund is 
offering £40m for the whole of 
England, but the need is 1,000 
times greater. 

What will regenerate our part of 
the coast is consistent long term 
public and private investment, not 
house building or vanity projects 
which do not improve skills, 
improve connectivity or deliver 
reliable, well paid work. 

George Noakes 
Dover 


She lives in fear of scrutiny, 
especially when it comes to the Tory 
government’s variously magical 
thinking and entirely contradictory 
aims and claims on Brexit. 

If we weren’t governed by democracy, 
it’d almost be understandable that she 
doesn’t want to lay out the Brexit 
shambles for all to see. But we do. 

The PM might be in the habit of 
shutting out debate in her own 
parliament, but, ultimately, she will 
have to face down MEPs. Her 
extreme Brexit plans and the disdain 
her ministers have shown towards 
EU negotiators does mean, of course, 
this is going to be a hard sell. 


The first rule of negotiations is 
you’ve got to show up. May would be 
wise to put some energy into trying 
to get MEPs on side - if the PM fails to 
convince the European Parliament 
on issues such as UK and EU citizens’ 
rights and environmental safeguards 
then any proposed agreement is 
likely to be rejected when it is put to 
us in 2019. 

It seems to have slipped her mind 
that MEPs will be voting on the final 
Brexit deal (an opportunity democracy 
dictates should be extended to the 
British people too). Theresa May would 
do well to involve us in discussions, 
rather than shutting herself away 
behind closed doors - again. 

Keith Taylor, 
Green MEP for the south east 

Trump v Obama: 
Round 3 begins 

DENNIS Clegg, in his partisan 
comparison between the achieve¬ 
ments of Barack Obama and Donald 
Trump [KoS letters, last week] 
conveniently omits to mention that 
the former was in power for eight 
years, while Mr Trump has only 
been in office for eight months. 

In addition, although the Republi¬ 
cans do have a majority in Congress, 
the American political establishment 
detests the fact that an outsider has 
entered the White House, so many of 
Mr Trump’s initiatives have been 
blocked. Nevertheless he is certainly 
attempting to fulfil the campaign 
promises he made. 

Mr Clegg also carefully does not 
mention the most glaring failure of 
Obama, in that, having laid down red 
lines concerning the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria, he then did nothing 
when they were breached. 

Those who attempt to pretend that 
there is some sort of moral equivalence 
between Mr Trump and Kim Jong-Un 
choose to overlook the unpalatable 
truth that the latter is a psychopath, 
who has ordered the murder of his 
own brother and uncle, executed 
people by the use of artillery and 
approves the killing of whole families if 
one member offends against the 
dictatorship. As a kindness to Mr Clegg 
I will not list more of the many 
atrocities committed by the Kim 
regime, although they are legion. 

The reality is that, both in this 
country, with the vote for Brexit, and 
in the USA with the election of Mr 
Trump, the left liberals, who have 
dominated the political establish¬ 
ment for many years, thought that 
they had no need to consider the 
interests of the ordinary citizens, if 
they conflicted with the former’s 
smug views. They have received an 
almighty shock, and are now lashing 
out, attempting to overturn the will 
of the people. 

Colin Bullen, 

Tonbridge 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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La Villetta 

Restaurant 


An independent A la carte Italian restaurant in the heart of Maidstone 

Wine pairing night & live music throughout the year 

8 Pudding Lane, Maidstone, ME14 1LN 
www.lavilletta.co.uk 


01622 673 759 
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OPUS CARE LIMITED 



BRABOURNE CARE CENTRE 

• Providing 

• Nursing 

• Palliative 

• Respite 

• Convalescent Care 



209 HYTHE ROAD, ASHFORD, KENT TN24 8PL 

01233 643555 manager.bcc@opuscare.co.uk 


OPENING SOON 
Our new care centre in Folkestone 

110 Bedded Nursing Home. Providing Nursing Care, residential Care, 

Palliative Care, Respite Care, & Convalescent Care. 

Open Day TBC, Please call or email us to enquire 

Recruiting Now 

• Deputy/Unit Managers • Registered Nurses 

• Health Care Assistants • Ancillary Staff for all areas 

Our ethos is Exceptional Care by Passionate People, Established by Doctors and run by trained staff 

Our Philosophy: “We endeavour to deliver the highest quality of care to improve, sustain and 
enhance our resident’s quality of life. We set out to fulfil our resident’s right to make informed 
choices and to lead the life they choose. Respecting their independence, privacy and dignity. 

Good Rates of Pay Equal Opportunity Employer 


SHORNECLIFFE ROAD, FOLKESTONE, KENT CT20 2NB 

To Apply email your c.v manager.bcc a opuscare.co.uk 

http:/^www.opuscare.co.uk 
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COMPACT: Kona will take Hyundai into the 
compact sport utility vehicle sector later this year. 
Pictures: Hyundai 


H Yundai is launching a compact sport 
utility vehicle - the Kona - which is 
due to join the Tucson and Santa Fe 
SUVs in late October. 

The Kona’s exterior has been giv¬ 
en dramatic styling touches, from slim daytime 
front running lights to contrasting black ‘ar¬ 
mour’ designed to both protect it and give a more 
dynamic look. The two-tone roof and 10 exterior 
colours offer many individual style combina¬ 
tions. 

Euisun Ching, vice chairman of Hyundai Mo¬ 
tor Company, said: “With the Kona, we have cre¬ 
ated a stylish and highly-functional compact 
SUV, perfectly suited to the needs of customers 
who pursue challenging, action-filled lifestyles. 
We aim to set new standards for the compact SUV 
segment, with appealing design, cutting-edge 
connectivity and class leading safety features.” 

Inside, the Kona benefits from a large infotain¬ 
ment screen, designed to ‘float’ above the dash¬ 
board to give a better sense of interior space. It 
will incorporate smartphone connectivity op¬ 
tions such as Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. 

Kona will be the first Hyundai available with a 
head-up display to project relevant driving infor¬ 
mation directly into the driver’s line of sight. 


The underfloor layout of the car has been ex¬ 
tensively worked on so, despite offering four- 
wheel-drive, there’s plenty of room for all pas¬ 
sengers. The 361-litre boot rises to 1,143 litres 
with the 60/40 split rear seats folded. 

At launch, the Kona features two turbo petrol 
engines with strong low-end torque and fuel ef¬ 
ficiency - 120PS 1.0-litre, three-cylinder, with 


six-speed manual transmission, and 177PS, 
1.6-litre, four-cylinder driven through a seven- 
speed dual-clutch automatic. An optional four- 
wheel-drive system will be available. 

Next summer, Hyundai will launch its next- 
generation 115 and 136PS 1.6-litre turbo diesel 
engines with manual or automatic transmis¬ 
sion and optional four wheel drive. 




Kona 


VJ 






aai 
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IS YOUR CAR OLDER THAN 2010? 

THEN YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE 
NISSAN SWITCH UPGRADE SCHEME! 



Innovation 
that excites 




3.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


TRADE IN YOUR OLD CAR AND WE WILL GIVE YOU: 

THE VALUE OF YOUR CAR 


£2,000 SWITCH TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE 


PLUS UP TO £3,000 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 

Sample X-Trail Deal 


Part Exchange Example 

Part Exchange 
Value 

SWITCH Trade- 
In Top-Up 

Nissan Deposit 
Contribution 

Extras 

TOTAL 

DEPOSIT 

2009 Ford Focus Zetec Diesel 
Manual with 30,000 Miles A 

£3,000.00 

£2,000.00 

£4,000.00 

FREE 7-seat upgrade 
(worth £1,000)t 

£10,000.00 


A Based on CAP Below Valuation, tFree 7-seat upgrade and £1,000 registration bonus only available on X-Trail 


AND ALL COME WITH INCREDIBLY LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS! IT f S AS SIMPLE AS THAT! 

IF YOU ARE READY TO UPGRADE PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY! 


MOTORLINE DARTFORD Rennie Drive, Dartford Kent DAI 5FD 01322 329573 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY Grosvenor Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSA 01634 648723 
MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 


motorline-nissan.co.uk 


All NewMicra Range: URBAN 48.7-80.7mpg (5.8-3.5L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 72.4-91.1mpg (3.9-3.1L/100km); COMBINED 61.4-88.3mpg (4.6-3.2L/100km); C02 emissions 85-104g/ 
km. Pulsar Range: URBAN 36.7-68.9mpg (77-4.1 L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 58.8-85.6mpg (4.8-3.3L/100km); COMBINED 479-78.5mpg (5.9-3.6L/100km); C02 emissions 138-94g/ km. 
New Qashqai Range: URBAN 38.2-673mpg (74-4.2L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 54.3-78.5mpg (5.2-3.6L/100km); COMBINED 48.7-74.3mpg (5.8-3.8L/100km); C02 emissions 134-99g/ 
km. New X-Trail Range: URBAN 34.9-49.6mpg (8.1-5.7L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 48.7-62.8mpg (5.5-4.51/100km); COMBINED 44.1-576mpg (6.4-4.9L/100km); C02 emissions 162-129g/ 
km. Juke Range: URBAN 29.7-64.2mpg (9.5-4.4L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 46.3-74.3mpg (6.1-3.8L/100km); COMBINED 38.7-70.6mpg (73-4.0L/100km); C02 emissions 172-104g/km. 

Nissan Switch offers available to private retail customers when taking out Nissan Finance, PO Box 495, Watford, WD171BR. Subject to status. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. UK residents only. 18+. Participating dealers only before 30 September 
2017, when trading in vehicle registered before 31 December 2009. Nissan Switch offers are available with selected current offers but not available with employee or similar discount schemes or to Motability customers. T&C's apply. "Used Leaf Switch offer: Up to 
£2,000 total finance deposit contribution on used LEAF includes existing £1000 contribution offer which is available without a trade in, and is provided by Nissan Finance. Offer applies to used Leaf vehicles first registered before 1 March 2016. Terms and exclusions 
apply. **New Nissan Switch offer: Offer available with new Micra, Juke, Qashqai and X-Trail ordered from participating dealers and registered by 30 September 2017 Excludes Visia grade. £1000 discount on Acenta grade. Terms and exclusions apply. Offers may be 
extended at Nissan's discretion. Vehicles are subject to availability. Models shown are for illustration purposes only. For full terms and conditions on all Nissan Switch offers please visit www.nissan.co.uk/switch 
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Practicality key for latest Rat 500L 


The latest Fiat 500L sees minor styling updates and more technology introduced 
but what hasn’t changed is its family-focused practicality says Andy Russell 



T HE Fiat 500L multi-pur¬ 
pose vehicle is a car we’re 
pretty familiar with by 
now as a far more practical 
take on the hugely-popu- 
lar little 500. 

The latest 500L gets a slightly 
revised exterior, more minimalistic 
interior and a greater focus on 
technology - with new infotainment 
system and improved driver assist¬ 
ance systems. 

The regular 500 is loved for its 
cute, retro-inspired image, blowing 
that same aesthetic to a larger scale 
doesn’t quite work. Contrasting 
colours on the roof do go some way 
to spicing up the 500L’s exterior. 

Inside, a new dash layout, more 
minimal in its design, is dominated 
by that new seven-inch touchscreen 
infotainment system. The 500L has 
been designed for family use and will 
be successful in this department. 

Children will find plenty of room 
in the back, even three abreast. 
Adults may not be as happy as the 
back seats sit higher than those in 
the front so may find their heads 
touch the roof. 

Boot space is a respectable 455 
litres with the rear seats in their 
forward position, and can be 


increased to a cavernous 1,480 litres 
when folded down. 

The 1.4-litre T-Jet turbo petrol in 
the test car was smooth under hard 
acceleration but didn’t offer up much 
puff lower down. 

Around town, however, it’s more 


than capable of getting the 500L 
moving with a slick six-speed 
manual gearbox. 

Being a mini multi-purpose 
vehicle, driving dynamics were never 
going to be mind-blowing. While 
there’s a good deal of lean through 


corners, the nicely-weighted steering 
was communicative enough that you 
knew where the car’s limits are. 

Where the 500L impresses is on 
poor roads - certainly up front, you 
don’t notice any shuddering or 
crashing over the big bumps and 


Fiat 500L 

Price: from £16,195 

Engine tested: 1.4-litre, 

120hp, four-cylinder T-Jet 
turbo petrol 

Performance: 0-60mph 10 

seconds; top speed 117mph 
MPG: 42.2 combined 

C02 emissions: 155g/km 


craters. 

The Fiat 500 is aimed at young 
city dwellers, the 500L at young 
families who still want the flair and 
personality of the 500, but in a more 
practical package. 

The Fiat 500L still has those 
divisive looks, and doesn’t drive any 
better than it used to. That said, it 
offers practicality, and young 
families in the market for a more 
left-field wagon could find the 500L 
appealing. 


ALL NEUJ TOYOTA C-HR 



FROM £695 


Advance Payment* 


Toyota Safety Sense 

Electronic 
parking brake 

Multimedia system 
with Bluetooth® 


ALL IT TAKES 
IS A GLANCE TO 



TOYOTA 


ALUL/AYS A 

BETTER Uf AY 


MAKE YOU LOOK TWICE. 


Motorline Toyota Canterbury Motorline Toyota Tunbridge Wells Motorline Toyota Ashford 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7PX Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3UY The Crescent, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 0SN 

01227 389710 01892 321204 01233 215632 

f £| Find us on Facebook & Twitter 


uiUiiu.motorline.co.uk/toyota 


Motability 


C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2T VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). C02 Emissions 135g/km. All mpg and C02 figures quoted are sourced from 
official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 

*Model shown is C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £695 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st July and 30th September 2017. 
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i Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Marketing Consultant - Dover 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary - £23,000 per annum 

Closing Date - Ongoing Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE Grade C and above (or equivalent) 

• Dealing with local press 

• 12 months’ experience working in a marketing administration environment 

• Social Media marketing experience 

• Experience using Umbraco or equivalent 

• Experience using CMS 

• Experience using Mail Chimp 

• Experience using Google Adwords and Google Analytics 

• Motivated, with ability to work under pressure 

• Must hold full, clean driving license with access to own transport 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

David Osborne, Business Development Director on 01304 222 679 

Clinical Nurse Manager - Margate 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary - £35,000 - £40,000 per annum 

Closing Date - Ongoing Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level, 5 years post registration 

• ENB999 

• Clinical governance and audit programme experience 

• Policy/procedural development experience 

• Team builder with expertise in change management 

• Root cause analysis/management of quality improvement 

• Excellent communication and listening skills 

• Role model to provide advice and guidance to staff 

• Ability to participate in on call systems 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Cheryl Lloyds, Matron on 01843 234 242 

Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Daisy Bannister, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222 690 or E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 

s r.ir.“%. if ■!!» 



Find your next job in Kent today! 


Look local with 


jobs 1 


co.uk 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


NHS 


Kent and Medway 

NMi and Social Cai r- P.irlr.r m hip Tmil 

Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 28 September 2017 

Kent and Medway NHS and Social Care Partnership 
Trust, who provide mental health and a range of other 
services to the people of Kent and Medway, will be 
holding it’s AGM at Trust headquarters: 

Farm Villa, Hermitage Lane, 

Maidstone, Kent ME16 9PH. 

2pm - 3.30pm 

The meeting will include a review of the past year, 
current focus and a financial report. 

To confirm your attendance email 

communications @ kmpt.nhs.uk 
or call 01622 724100. 


Licensing Act 2003 
Application for a Variation of a 
Premises Licence 
Name of Applicant: Mr Ilesh V Patel 
Premises: West Street Newsagents Ltd - 54-56 West 
St Sittingbourne Kent ME 10 1AR 
Existing licensable Activities: Sale of alcohol Mon 
-Sun 06:00 until 23:00 

Proposed Licensable activities: (1) Removal of 
condition - No beers, lager or cider will be sold 
above 5.5% ABV (2) Extension of hours for sale of 
alcohol Mon - Sun 05:30 until 23:00 
End of Consultation period: 

Any objections to this application must be made in 
writing to The Licensing Department 
Swale Borough Council 
Swale House 
East Street 
Sittingbourne 
Kent, ME10 3HT 

Objections must be received within 28 days of the 
date of this notice. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
Any person who makes a false statement is liable, on 
summary conviction, to a maximum fine of £5,000 


archant} 

Digital Solutions,/ 

Solving your digital marketing needs 



Content Display 

Marketing Advertising 


I 


Get a FREE 
health check today 

Visit: www.archantdigitalsolutions.co.uk 
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Sport 

Shakey gearing 
up for Showdown 

Shane Byrne holds a slim advantage going into the weekend 



READY: Shane Byrne says there is no room for complacency 

Pictures: ANDY KELLY 


Motorsport 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


SHANE ‘Shakey’ Byrne insists there 
is no room for error as he gears up for 
the start of the British Superbike 
Championship Showdown this week¬ 
end. 

The Sheppey rider, and five-time 
champion, leads the standings ahead 
of the Oulton Park event, but will 
know full well that this is the closest 
ever top six title fight and that com¬ 
placency is not an option. 

Just six points separate defending 
champion Byrne from arch rival Leon 
Haslam and the pair shared the victo¬ 
ries in Cheshire back in May. 

However, the leading duo had a dis¬ 
astrous weekend at Silverstone by 
their usual standards and need to get 
their campaigns back on track this 
weekend at the crucial part of the sea¬ 
son. 

Byrne and Haslam also have to 
contend with the threat of third 
placed Josh Brookes who is finely 
poised just four points adrift, while 
Jake Dixon, who at 21 became the 
youngest ever rider to secure a Show¬ 
down position last Sunday, Peter 
Hickman and Jason O’Halloran make 
up the rest of the top six. 

Speaking ahead of a huge weekend 
of action, Byrne said: “It has been a 
difficult year for everybody, you only 
have to look at how long it took for all 
six of us to get confirmed. 

“I have had a round off and every¬ 
one has missed races and that hurts 
in the points. 


“I have been into the Showdown 
both ways; up and down on points be¬ 
fore, and one year in particular we 
had the biggest advantage and I 
crashed and then it had gone. I am 
conscious of that fact. 

“There were 15 podium points up 
for grabs at Silverstone and I had 
gone there fighting for all 15 but end¬ 
ed up with just one which wasn’t ide¬ 
al, but I had to take that one. 


“It was a difficult weekend as I had 
been upside down twice which also 
wasn’t ideal. 

“I’m looking forward to Oulton 
Park as we had a good round there 
earlier in the season and far better 
than we did last year with the Ducati, 
so hopefully if we can get a first and a 
second like we did in May or try for 
another double, then we can keep 
pushing on.” 


Stones segregate fans at Gallagher Stadium 



Football 


HOME league and cup games at 
Maidstone United’s Gallagher 
Stadium will be segregated for the 
remainder of the season. 

For the past five years the club have 
looked at every game on an individual 
basis but having spoken to and taken 
advice from all the various safety 
bodies, it has been decided that it is in 
the best interest of home and visiting 
supporters to have separate sections. 

It comes in a week where thousands 
of FC Koln fans managed to make 
their way into the home section of 
Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium during 
their Europa League clash on 
Thursday. 

The Stones’ chief executive Bill 
Williams told the club’s website: 
“Supporters’ safety has and always 
will be paramount here at Maidstone 
United and the decision of the 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


directors has been taken purely on 
that basis. It wasn’t a decision we took 
lightly but in the context of how our 
club has evolved, personally I believe 
that it is a necessity and not necessary 
a bad thing. 

“In my opinion it improves the 
overall experience for everyone and it 
is pretty much the norm at this level, 
with just three clubs we visited last 
season having open grounds.” 


At present the stadium can only be 
segregated at the Genco Stand and 
north east corner of the ground, where 
catering and toilet facilities are 
available exclusively for away 
supporters. 

In the next few weeks, the club and 
Shepherd Neame are investing in 
better bar facilities under the Genco 
Stand to make the area more welcom¬ 
ing for both sets of fans. 

East 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT iJlIO X IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Hodgson replaces De 
Boer at Crystal Palace 


FORMER England manager Roy Hodgson 
was this week appointed Crystal Palace 
boss after Frank De Boer was sacked after 
just four games. 

The Eagles had lost every Premier 
League match under the Dutchman’s 
stewardship, failing to score a single goal 
in the process. 

Now, Hodgson, who enjoyed spells at 
Gravesend, Maidstone, Ashford and 
Tonbridge as a player, has been chosen to 
replace De Boer in the dugout at Selhurst 
Park. 

He said: “It is very rewarding to find 
myself here now, in different times, as the 
Palace manager at a club that I have 
always loved and admired with a huge 
potential. 

“The ambitions here are realistic and 
there is an enormous potential for growth 
and I hope we can achieve our goals.” 

Palace currently train in Beckenham 
but chairman Steve Parish told us last year 
the club was looking at other sites for a 
training ground, including potentially 
some further south into Kent. 



BACK: Roy Hodgson 



VENUE: Park View Road 


Defender Parter given 
nod to leave Welling 


WELLING United have terminated 
the contract of defender Jack Parter 
by mutual consent. 

The 23-year-old signed in the sum¬ 
mer from Tonbridge Angels but was 
injured in pre-season and was then 
sent on loan to Kingstonian in the 
hunt for regular first team football. 

However, the club announced this 
week that Parter had left Park View 
Road on a permanent deal. 


Boss Jamie Coyle said: “Jack was 
unfortunate to miss the whole of 
pre-season with injury and with the 
current form of both of our full¬ 
backs, we couldn’t see him getting 
into the team. 

“I would like to wish him all the 
best wherever he ends up playing.” 

The Wings face Haringey Borough 
in the latest FA Cup qualifying round 
this weekend. 


Gills Ladies back at Priestfield 


GILLINGHAM Ladies are back at 
Priestfield this afternoon (Sunday) 
for the visit of Swindon Town. 

The ladies defeated West Ham at 
ME7 on the opening day of the 
season having not played at the 
stadium for over two-and-a-half 
years. 

Kallie Balfour struck in the 89th 
minute to clinch victory as the Gills 


ran out 1-0 winners against the 
Hammers. 

Over the course of the 2017/18 
campaign a selection of games will 
be played at Priestfield and some at 
Chatham Town’s CJ Doors Stadium. 

Boss Jack Wheeler said: “We are 
very grateful for the support we have 
received so far and we will look to 
build on a positive start.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x; Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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THE NO.1 GREATEST MUSICAL 


WJihhOi 


100 GREATEST MUSICALS, CHANNEL 4 




THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 


MON 23 - SAT 28 OCT 

01227 787787 , 


marlowetheatre.com 


(bkg fee) 
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